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      Bringing services back in-house
EPSU has consistently argued in favour of direct provision of public services to guarantee the quality of services and the quality of employment for workers delivering those services. Under the heading of remunicipalisation EPSU supports and promotes any initiatives to bring services back in-house where they have been privatised along with moves to have new services run by municipalities and other public authorities. EPSU is part of a network, coordinated by the Transnational Institute that has published research highlighting recent trends in remunicipalisation and insourcing.
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                            The health workers union in Georgia is facing up to two main challenges - anti-trade legislation and privatisation.
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                            In 2010 Lisbon city council decided to restructure its services to try to reduce its levels of spending. It published plans which included proposals for reducing the number of departments, transferring some work to the smaller district councils in the city and for contracting-out some services.
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                            PECS City Council in Hungary managed to terminate its water contract with the Suez multinational despite heavy lobbying by the company, the French government and Hungarian prime minister.
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                            Over the past three years the authorities in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have introduced regulations that ended the privatization of cleaning services in hospitals.
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                            (May 2011) A Hungarian arbitration court ruled in March 2010 that the city council of Pecs was legally entitled to terminate its water service contract with the multinational Suez Environnement
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                            (May 2011) In the 1980s, the Thatcher government in the UK introduced compulsory tendering of all cleaning and catering work in hospitals throughout the UK. This was bitterly fought at
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