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      A secure and affordable supply of energy, clean water and sustainable waste management are basic needs for each individual and our communities in society. EPSU believes that the best way to ensure that these needs are met is through the public management of utilities services, proper regulation of the sector and decent working conditions for employees. We represent workers in the electricity, gas, water and waste sectors – both public and private – and it is our job to make sure that their voices are listened to at a European level.


EPSU’s Utilities work has seen a number of successes, most notably the ECI Campaign Right2Water, in which nearly two million European citizens joined our call for the implementation of the human right to clean drinking water and sanitation in the EU.


Tuscany Bell is the EPSU policy officer for the sector. The President of the Standing Committee is Mrs. Donna Rowe-Merriman, UNISON, U.K.
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            Gas sector report calls for new momentum towards a Just Transition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European social partners in the gas sector, EPSU, industriAll Europe, and Eurogas, met on 26 January for the final conference of their joint project on a just transition.
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            New REPowerEU energy deal a step forward – but not far enough

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Council of the European Union and European Parliament have struck a series of deals aimed at diversifying Europe’s energy supplies, accelerating the deployment of renewable energy and reducing emissions.
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            European energy ministers cannot waste more time

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s energy ministers are gathering in Brussels on Thursday, 24 November for an Extraordinary Council to discuss the ongoing energy crisis.
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            Federations agree next steps on trade union rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Meeting in Skopje in North Macedonia on 22 September, public service trade unions from across Europe agreed to continue to work together to defend and strengthen trade union rights for employees, civil servants and all uniformed staff, from firefighters and health workers to police and military personnel.
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            Immediate measures are urgent, but the energy market must be fundamentally changed!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ahead of the extraordinary Council of EU Energy Ministers on 9 September 2022 to discuss emergency measures to mitigate the currently exploding energy prices, EPSU reiterates the need for an urgent and immediate price cap on electricity and gas prices.
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            Inspection of Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant must address workers' health and safety 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has called for an urgent safety inspection of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant.
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            EU agrees to cut gas consumption - a right to energy and just transition more urgent than ever

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Union energy ministers agreed to commit to cut national gas consumption in an extraordinary council session held on Tuesday, 26 July.
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            Energy Charter Treaty reform: it’s time to rewrite the rules

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            24 years on from its legal enforcement and 14 negotiation rounds, the little-known Energy Charter Treaty (ECT) is a representation of an outdated era of fossil fuel protection.
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            ‘Re-nationalisation’ of EDF a clear sign that change is needed

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The French government’s recent announcement that it plans to buy back 100% of EDF’s shares shows clearly that leaving essential public services to the free market simply does not work for the massive challenges ahead.
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            Workers across Europe gather for Public Service Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and its affiliates came together to mark UN Public Service Day on Thursday, 23 June 2022.
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            Public Service Day 2022: workers are ready for change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            23 June is International Public Service Day. We celebrate it without the very constringent measures of the worst of the COVID19 pandemic, but we do not forget what this pandemic has meant for public services workers who kept society going...
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            French energy unions take action over pay

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On June 2 energy unions in France are on strike. They strike over the erosion of purchasing power of their members.
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            EPSU reaction on RePower EU - Temporary fixes and a missed opportunity for deeper reforms

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At a time where our energy supply faces major interlinked crisis of climate, war and poverty, the European Commission has presented a RePower EU package
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            EPSU reaction to the compromise in Parliament on EU ETS 2 and Social Climate Fund

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission’s proposal to extend the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS 2) to buildings has been controversially discussed in the European parliament for months.
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