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            Union acts on new research links cancers to firefighting
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  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA trade union is planning to open old cases related to firefighters and cancer, following the publication of new research that links at least two cancers to firefighting, with further limited evidence in relation to five other cancers. The union argues that there is now sufficient evidence that mesothelioma (linked to asbestos) and bladder cancer may have been triggered by working as a firefighter and should be added to the occupational disease list. FOA has been at the forefront of developing procedures to prevent firefighters from being exposed to the harmful substances that develop
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                            The FOA and DSR trade unions have both published official data revealing the reality of overwork, understaffing and low pay in the health and social care sectors. FOA quotes from the latest survey by the Danish Working Environment Authority covering 30,000 workers. This shows that 23% of social and health care assistants say that they have often or constantly felt stressed within the past two weeks. Of all the industry groups, 'Residential Institutions and Home Care' is the sector where the largest proportion of employees feel stressed. The union says that understaffing, a high rate of sick
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            Union takes protest action over doctor’s murder
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  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            The SES health union organised protests and work stoppages on 7-8 July in response to the murder of Cardiology Specialist Doctor Ekrem Karakaya at the city hospital in Konya in south central Turkey. The union is calling for action to ensure safe working environments, to enact effective legislation to combat violence and to abandon the kinds of health policies that it argues give rise to violence in the sector. It wants to see a health system that prioritizes prevention and the right to health and life rather than the provision of health services as a commodity. SES is also extremely concerned
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            ILO agrees that workers are entitled to a safe workplace – a fundamental right

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers and the unions have been arguing for many years that workers have a right to safe work place.
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            Big step forward for health and care workers in Europe!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday the Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work (EU OSHA) made a historic step in the protection and defence of workers by adding COVID to the list of occupational diseases.
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            Joint letter to the new EP COVID Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier this week a joint letter by the Secretaries-General of AGE and EPSU and the President of EDF was sent to the Members of the European Parliament in the newly established COVI committee.
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            EPSU Statement on International Nurses Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Protect the health professionals and improve working conditions before it is too late.
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            Minimising firefighters' exposure to fire effluents

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We are publishing a report commissioned by the Fire Brigades Union (FBU) from the United Kingdom to UCLAN (The University of Central Lancashire) about the risks for fire fighters and their exposure to toxic effluents.
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            EPSU launches podcast: listen now

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) launched a podcast series in 2021.
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            World Health Day 2022: investment in health and social care vital to address increasing staff shortages

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Two years of global pandemic exposed the deficiencies in Europe’s health and care systems – and it’s time to protect the workers who ensured its survival
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            EPSU calls on the Commission to stop asbestos deaths

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU believes that we need a binding legislative initiative at EU level and we urge the European Commission to move forward with a comprehensive legislative package to protect workers from asbestos.
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            ETUC Executive Committee position on Ukraine

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s trade union leaders had a long discussion on the war started by Russia in Ukraine. Working class solidarity with workers and people in Ukraine is tremendous.
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            Care at work: the ILO's strategy to overcome the care crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On International Women’s Day, the International Labour Organization released a report on care laws and standards across 185 countries.
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            New report on OSH risks echoes EPSU demands to protect workers from psychosocial risks in the health and social care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Agency for Safety and Health at Work recently published a study, examining the main occupational safety and health (OSH) risks for human health and social work sector in Europe.
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            New European Parliament committee on COVID approved

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Parliament has voted by an overwhelming majority to establish a special committee on ‘COVID-19 pandemic: lessons learned and recommendations for the future’.
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