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            International support for picketing health workers in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and PSI sent a letter to Koc University Hospital in Turkey protesting the dismissal of Devrimci Sağlık İş members and other serious accusations.
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            Commission recognises COVID as occupational disease after EPSU campaign

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has officially issued a recommendation to recognise COVID as an occupational disease.
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            EPSU discusses OSH achievements and future plans

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 13 December 2022, EPSU hosted a health and social services (HSS) expert group meeting on occupational safety and health (OSH).
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            Violence and harassment at work from third parties is a social dialogue matter

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Incidences of third-party violence at work not only continue to remain high but are also on the increase across Europe, particularly in prison services, hospitals and local public transport sector.
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            Joint ETUI / EPSU Seminar - Preventing Damage to the Mental Health of Health and Care Workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Launch of the Report: "Psychosocial Risks in the Healthcare and Long-Term Care Sectors"
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            Survey reveals high workloads and stress among government workers
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            A major survey by the ST trade union found that seven out of 10 government employees report feeling stressed at work, with many citing lack of influence at work as a contributing factor. The union found that state sector employees are more stressed than those in the labour market as a whole. Some 55% said that their workload had increased in the previous two years, with almost 30% feeling that they cannot speak up when they have too much to do. Threats and violence at work was mentioned by 34% of respondents, up from previous surveys with many saying they have not received sufficient support
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            EPSU speaks to the COVI Committee in the European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On November 14, 2022, the COVI Committee held the first of a series of discussions to assess the socio-economic consequences of the pandemic.
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            ETUC underlines the need for action on workplace deaths 
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            An analysis for the ETUC by the European Trade Union Institute reveals that deaths at work will continue to blight Europe for almost a decade longer than previously forecast after a rise in fatal accidents in almost half of member states. The latest figures for 2019 and 2020 show that deaths at work rose in 12 countries, most notably in Italy (+285), Spain (+45) and Portugal (+27). The ETUC is calling on the EU and national governments to stop workplace deaths by backing its Zero Death at Work manifesto which calls on the European Union, member state governments and employers to commit to and
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            Health Unions discuss staff shortages and industrial actions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Meeting of EPSU Standing Committee of Health and Social Services, 4 October 2022
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            EU Social Partners signed new agreement on digitalisation for central government

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Thursday, 6 October the EU social partners for central governments, TUNED for the trade union side and EUPAE for the employers, signed a new agreement on digitalisation with the participation of the European Commission.
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            Survey shows massively increased workload for emergency medical services
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            A survey by the health and services union ver.di has revealed that the already high burden on employees in the emergency medical service has increased significantly since the beginning of the COVID pandemic. Around 7,000 workers replied to the questionnaire with 39% saying they would change professions immediately if they had the opportunity. There are serious problems with working hours, work intensity, physical and psychological stress and risk of physical assaults. Almost all respondents reported problems balancing work and private life. Staff shortages mean that 61% of employees are (very)
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            Health and safety of workers must be taken more seriously: stop asbestos

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 28 September, the European Commission published its proposal to better protect workers from asbestos, by lowering the current occupational exposure limit for asbestos from 100,000 fibres per cubic meter to 10,000 fibres per cubic meter.
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            Occupational health and safety on the agenda at ETUC summer school

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The ETUC organised a summer school on occupational health and safety (OSH) on 8 and 9 September 2022 to discuss the challenges and priorities of OSH in the EU.
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            Union expresses concern over government funding plans for prisons
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union is warning that government funding plans for prison services will have a major negative impact on staff and inmates. A recent report by consultants PwC says that an additional €398 million is needed to adequately finance services over the next 10 years. In response the government says it does not want to invest more than €170 million and so is effectively proposing a cut of €200 million. The FNV argues that the government approach will have serious implications for work pressure and safety. The union says that there have been staff shortages and high workloads for years
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            New social partner project: skills and training in care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Social Employers and EPSU with the affiliate partner Nexem are pleased to annouce the launch of the FORTE Project. The project outcomes will feed into joint discussions and outputs in the framework of sectoral social dialogue in social services.
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