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            Firefighters deserve stronger protection
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            European Parliament votes to protect workers against exposure to hazardous medicinal products 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press release - Stop Cancer at Work welcomes European Parliament’s further protection for workers and healthcare professionals from exposure to hazardous medicinal products.
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            Europe cuts firefighters as workloads mount: Eurostat report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New Eurostat data shows that number of firefighters has been cut in ten EU member states despite the climate crisis increasing the risk of fires, floods and other emergencies.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Health and Safety

                            Local government

                            Staffing levels

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Aug. 04, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: ]




    
    
        
            European Parliament interest group calls for concrete steps to protect healthcare workers' mental health

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 11 July 2023 the European Parliament Intensive Care Interest Group (EPIC-IG), adopted a joint declaration on mental health calling on the European Commission and the Member States to take concrete steps to safeguard the mental health of workers in the healthcare sector.
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            Union demands measures to tackle violence in psychiatric homes
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  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA trade union reports that data from the Danish Working Environment Authority shows a record number of offences in psychiatric homes in 2022 where staff were not adequately protected against violence. There were 92 cases, up from 73 in 2021, representing the highest figure since records began. FOA says this reflects a picture of everyday violence that is unacceptable for both staff and patients. Overall, there were 482 accidents at work due to violence in psychiatric institutions in 2022, a 37% increase since 2019. FOA is critical of governments that have promised action over the years
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            Firefighters and emergency workers responding to extreme fires and flooding

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fires are burning in Greece, Switzerland, Southern Italy, Algeria and other countries. Storms are hitting the north of Italy.
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            Working conditions of firefighters high in the EU Parliament agenda

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Heat waves and flooding are hitting Europe once more this summer and firefighters and emergency services are and will have to face the climate crisis in a context of chronical staff shortages and poor working conditions.
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            Multi-sectoral project on “the role of social partners in preventing third-party violence and harassment at work"

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            HOSPEEM, EPSU, CEMR, CESI as co-applicants and ETF, ETNO, ETUCE, EUPAE, UITP as associated organisations have been provided with financial support from the European Commission for a joint project in the field of social dialogue: “The role of social partners in preventing third-party violence and harassment at work” in the years 2021 and 2023 (VS/2021/0046).
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            Asbestos agreement a step forward for firefighters, emergency services and waste workers but more and better legislation is needed

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU welcomes the deal that lowers the Occupational Exposure Limit (OEL) to either 10,000 fibres/m3 including thin fibres or 2,000 fibres/m3 excluding thin fibres and includes a review clause for further lowering by 2028.
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            EPSU firefighters meeting ahead of hot summer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over forty firefighters from fourteen countries met in Stockholm on June 20th and 21st for the 2023 EPSU firefighters’ network meeting.
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            Survey highlights safety concerns among care staff
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union and the RTL Nieuws broadcaster have published a survey covering nearly 2300 workers in nursing and home care that shows that work is becoming increasingly difficult and has to be done with fewer and fewer colleagues. The union argues that this poses a threat to the quality of care as well as the safety of employees and those they care for. The FNV says that as a result of government policy people are receiving care at home for longer and so by the time they move to a care home they often need more complex care. Waiting lists for care home places have risen from 8000 in 2008
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            Firefighters demand action as heatwaves and droughts threaten to overwhelm Europe’s fire services 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the midst of a heatwave and droughts across Europe, firefighters from fifteen countries representing unions affiliated to the European Public Service Unions (EPSU) came together in Stockholm.
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            Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for Hospitals and Healthcare adopted the Action Plan of Preventing Third Party Violence and Harassment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 9 June 2023 European Social Partners in the Hospital and Health Sector (EPSU and HOSPEEM) met in hybrid format to discuss the situation of workers and employers in their countries and on the European level.
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            EU Council disappoints again working women

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On June 12 the European Council set its position on the exposure to chemicals in the workplace claiming that it was ready to begin negotiations with the European Parliament
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            More support needed for health, care, and public service workers in new Mental Health Strategy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU welcomes the European Commission’s proposed Mental Health Strategy but cautions that the strategy cannot achieve its goals without directly addressing the serious problems already facing the workers who will be instrumental in its implementation.
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