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            Unions raise alarm over health and care staffing and violence
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union is again sounding the alarm over staff shortages in health and social care following the release of official forecasts for the coming decade. The figures show that, on current trends there is a real risk of serious breakdown in the sector which faces an expected shortage of almost 190,000 employees by 2033. The FNV is calling for urgent action, noting that the 5000 shortfall in hospital staff now is set to rise to 27700 in 2033 and that the understaffing exposed by the COVID pandemic will be permanent state of affairs in future. The FNV is calling on the government to
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            EU social partners in central governments urge Commission to enforce their agreement’s provisions on telework and right to disconnect

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following years of discussions and joint guidelines on digital technologies in central government administrations, an agreement on digitalisation was signed on 6 October 2022.
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            EPSU: “Don’t water down the polluter-pays principle”

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has signed a joint statement on the polluter-pays principle for the Wastewater Treatment Directive.
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            Union wins 10-year campaign on workplace cancers affecting firefighters

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA trade union has welcomed the decision of the labour market insurance body to recognise that there is sufficient evidence of a causal link between firefighting and two types of cancer: bladder cancer and mesothelioma. The first is linked to exposure to soot and related chemicals (PAHs) and the second linked to exposure to asbestos. This means that firefighters affected by the two serious illnesses will be able to have them recognised as occupational injuries. FOA is not only pleased that its 10-year campaign has led to the change of practice but it also means that previously rejected



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Nov. 20, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: ©CanStockPhoto kgtoh]




    
    
        
            Letter to Commission on review of REACH regulation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU together with others protested that the European Commission has not included the Reach review in its 2024 work program.
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            Time to Act -  Improving working conditions for health workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            2nd Joint EPSU/ILO-ACTRAV 2-day Regional Health Conference in Almaty, Kazakhstan
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            More countries must ratify the ILO convention 189 - Decent work for Domestic Workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 9 October EPSU attended a hearing organised by EFFAT at the European Parliament where a panel discussed what the EU can do for domestic workers.
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            Staff shortages, mental health and social dialogue discussed by health and social care trade unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            45 participants, including external speakers, discussed developments in the health and care sector taking place since the previous meeting in February of this year, including the urgent issue of staff shortages, retention and recruitment.
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            Study exposes impact of psycho-social risks at work
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            Research financed by the European Trade Union Institute has been able, for the first time, to estimate the number of cases of, and deaths from, depression and cardiovascular disease that can be directly attributed to exposure to psychosocial risks at work. The study covers 35 European countries. This new research focused on five psychosocial risks at work: job strain, effort-reward imbalance, job insecurity, long working hours, and bullying. While there were significant common findings across Europe, there was some variation between countries: in France, for example, 19% of depression cases
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            National and European Administration: EPSU affiliates discuss new leadership, digitalisation, good administration and more

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            By acclamation the NEA Standing Committee elected Karin Brunzell ST Sweden and Alain Parisot UNSA France as co-chairs of the Committee, and Federico Trastulli, UILPA, Italy as vice-chair.
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            Asbestos Directive: mandatory decontamination a win for firefighters

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Parliament voted on the deal agreed with Member States on the revision of the Directive on Protecting Workers from Asbestos.
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            EPSU puts firefighters' concerns at the heart of European debate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On September 7th, 2023, EPSU met with the European Commission's Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO) to discuss the pressing need for improved coordination of joint firefighting operations.
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            The call for a designated European Directive on Musculoskeletal Disorders

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The COVID-19 pandemic brought the need for a dedicated Directive on Musculoskeletal Disorders (MSDs) into sharp focus, according to a seminar on protecting European workers in the Health and Social Care sectors.
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            EPSU expert group discusses Occupational Safety and Health in HSS

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The group discussed recent developments on worker protection in the EU and beyond, an interactive risk assessment tool in healthcare, and the revisions of directives on Carcinogens and Mutagens and Reprotoxins (CMRD 5) and asbestos.
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