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      Fighting privatisation and defending public services
Across Europe the quantity and quality of our public services and the pay and conditions of our members are under threat from privatisation. EPSU is committed to fighting privatisation in any of its forms whether contracting-out and sub-contracting, public-private partnerships or various processes of commercialisation or marketisation. This briefing on privatisation was produced for the EPSU Congress in 2019 and covers the main work done over the last Congress period and the priorities for the current period.
Public and private sector efficiency is an important report that provides a comprehensive overview of academic research that challenges the idea that the private sector is more efficient than the public sector. The future is public is the latest update on insourcing highlighting the trends to bring privatised services back under public ownership and control.
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            World Water Day: right to water and sanitation can be secured by promoting Public-Public Partnerships

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            One year after the successful EESC European Blue Deal conference, EPSU urges the European Commission to intensify its actions in favor of an unalienable right to water and sanitation.
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            Waste, organising, and digitalisation: local and regional government standing committee meets

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At its 62nd meeting, the LRG Standing Committee defined its priorities for 2024 in line with the program of action of the 2019 EPSU Congress in Dublin.
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            Human Rights Day: new EPSU report marks ten years of Right2Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the world observes Human Rights Day on December 10th, EPSU launched a new report commemorating the ten-year milestone of the Right2Water European Citizens Initiative (ECI), a groundbreaking movement that placed access to water at the forefront of the European political agenda.
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            Greek water workers and water movement achieve success as water companies return to state control

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major success of 12 years campaigning of Greek water workers and the broader water and social movement as it was announced that the government will take back control of Athens and Thessaloniki Water companies.
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            New book on the Struggle for Public Water in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the wake of the global financial crisis, neoliberal restructuring has continued unabated across Europe, with the privatisation of public services a key element of both national austerity policies, and European Union (EU) – level economic governance structures.
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            EPSU, PSI and over 150 civil society organizations stand behind UN Special Rapporteur Léo Heller and denounce private water industry interference

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A group of private water operators tried to block the discussion of the report on “The Privatisation of Water and Sanitation Services” of the United Nations (U.N.). 150 organisations including EPSU and PSI intervened to keep it on the agenda.
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            Another town in Portugal brings water into public ownership

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After the remunicipalisation of water services in Mafra in 2016 (Portugal), another Portuguese town has announced now that is going public.
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            Public and Private Sector efficiency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major review of hundreds of academic studies reveals that there is no empirical evidence that the private sector is intrinsically more efficient than the public sector
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            Analysis finds Commission study hinting at further push on privatisation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Research on public assets published by the European Commission fails to capture realistically their role in society and the economy according to a briefing produced for EPSU.
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            Verdi health and social services against commercialisation and privatisation. In solidarity with DISK President standing trial

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leading activists of Verdi in the health and social services joined European actions against the privatisation and commercialisation of health and social care.
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            Water in Zürich will remain public !

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The majority of citizens successfully stopped the privatisation of water through a referendum.
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            Report exposes further problems with public-private partnerships

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public-private partnerships (PPPs) can end up leaving citizens and the public sector facing higher costs, greater risk, less transparency and more complexity than the public sector alternative.
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            The fight for public water goes on in Greece

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Thursday the 22nd of February a group of trade unionists including the president and vice president of EYDAP visited the European Public Service Union (EPSU) to discuss the struggles they are facing with the water privatisation in Greece.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Privatisation

                            Water

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Feb. 19, 2018
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Waste Management in Europe. Good jobs in the circular economy ? EPSU report]




    
    
        
            Will the circular economy be an economy with no workers? New study published

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A report written by The Public Services International Research Unit (PSIRU) and commissioned by European Public Service Union (EPSU) investigates the impact of privatization and liberalization on waste services.
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            Brussels Film Premiere of 'Up to the last drop' on February 22nd at the Vendome cinema organized by trade unions and civil society organizations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Why is the EU inciting Southern European countries to privatize their distribution services and to recycle their water? An Investigation at the heart of a secret war that our future depends on.
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