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      Promoting and protecting public services in Europe
EPSU wants to see a European Union that recognizes and supports the role of public services in contributing to sustainable development and quality of life. In an increasingly integrated Europe it is important to tackle issues such as tax dumping and cut-throat competition, which put pressure on public services and concentrate increasing amounts of wealth in fewer and fewer hands. Fair and progressive taxation, good governance and effective regulation are needed to guarantee quality public services for all. 
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            The Wrong Target - the facts and the human stories behind the pay cuts
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                            As the trend towards public sector pay cuts began to take hold across Europe, EPSU decided it was important to monitor the impact of those cuts and the way they were being implemented. Two major reports produced by the Labour Research Department set out not just the facts and figures in 10 countries where cuts were imposed but also provide case studies to show what those cuts have meant for individual public sector workers.
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                            What are the main issues for EPSU? - Simply put, EPSU wants to see a European Union that celebrates the role of public services in providing the best quality of life. For EPSU the equation is simple; quality public services = quality of life!
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            UNISON SHINES SPOTLIGHT ON MURKY WORLD OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES INDUSTRY

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            UNISON press release , 19 September 2008 - The seismic shift towards private companies providing public services is exposing the Government and taxpayers to enormous financial risks, warns UNISON.
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            End of Year Message to affiliates from General Secretary

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            It is always best to end the year on a positive note. And the end of 2008 has not left us disappointed.
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            ALL French Trade Unions join forces to defend public service standards against Government attacks

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a move which signals the high levels of concerns, ALL French Trade Unions in the public sector have announced a joint day of action on 29 January.
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            New deal for a social Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As Gordon Brown, Angela Merkel and Silvio Berlusconi squabble over a rescue package involving billions in bailouts for failed banks and big business, the people of Europe worry about losing their jobs and their homes, and how to pay their bills.
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            Europe's Public Service Unions tackle economic crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Executive Committee of the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) has today considered a detailed action plan to address the economic crisis in Europe.
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            Ahead of Euro Elections Top Think tank calls on new Commission to promote public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the European Elections near, the highly regarded think tank Friedrich Ebert Stiftung has published a timely report on what should be the new priorities for the incoming European Commission.
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            EPSU 8th Congress briefing - Public Services and the EU

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Public Services section of our congress will focus on two sections: 1. Our headline resolution, Quality Public Services - Quality of Life; 2. Our debate on the European Elections and the role for public services.
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            Report EPSU 8th Congress: Our aims for Quality Public Services – Quality of Life 2009-2014

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            ”Quality Public Services – Quality of Life” – this resolution calls on EPSU to continue its campaign for EU legislation to protect public services and for an EU Action Programme on ‘quality public services’.
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            Irish EPSU Affiliates call for YES vote on Lisbon- October 2

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU Irish affiliates CPSU and IMPACT have held a press conference calling for a Yes vote on the Lisbon Treaty.
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            Ireland votes YES for LISBON – Good news for public service users  as Treaty outlines obligation to protect Universal Access  

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) has stated that Ireland’s YES vote on the Lisbon Referendum is; “A positive step for public services”.
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            Comedy Cuts - Irish Public Servants fight cutback threats with laughter

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Often, the best way to fight a ridiculous message is to laugh at it. Irish EPSU affiliate IMPACT has done just that, in a series of new videos available here.
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            ETUC demands action from Spanish Presidency - Memorandum underlines key role for public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The ETUC has sent its proposals for action during the Spanish Presidency. It wants action to deal with the impact of the financial, economic and social crisis first and foremost
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            Italian unions address implications of the Lisbon Treaty

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            CGIL-FP and CGIL-FIOM (Metalworkers) organized a conference on the implications of the Lisbon Treaty for the trade union strategy.
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