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      Promoting and protecting public services in Europe
EPSU wants to see a European Union that recognizes and supports the role of public services in contributing to sustainable development and quality of life. In an increasingly integrated Europe it is important to tackle issues such as tax dumping and cut-throat competition, which put pressure on public services and concentrate increasing amounts of wealth in fewer and fewer hands. Fair and progressive taxation, good governance and effective regulation are needed to guarantee quality public services for all. 
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            Plans to privatise air traffic control body cause major strikes in Italy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, Fp Cgil, Cisl Fp, and Uil Pa, are holding strikes to protest the plans to restructure and privatise the ENAC air traffic control body.
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            Adaptation to Climate Change and the world of work

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The newly published Guide for Trade Unionists on Adaptation to Climate Change and the world of work identifies public utilities and emergency and other public services as two of the sectors in the EU to be most impacted by climate change.
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            Public Service Day – 23 June – Celebration, Action, Resistance

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            23 June is a day of celebration. Every year the work of public service workers for the community is celebrated on this day. With the ongoing pandemic, we thank public service workers for keeping our societies going during a very difficult period.
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            EPSU expresses solidarity with tax inspectors and PCS union as UK government paves way for tax avoidance 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The UK government announced it will slash 2000 jobs in its tax administration (HMRC). PCS, the trade union representing the workers has rejected the plans. EPSU support this.
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            A public interest clause to rule them all

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            How can we secure the public interest in global trade in services negotiations? This was the theme of an on-line exchange organised on 15 June by EPSU, AK EUROPA and ÖGB Europabüro.
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            23 June Public Service Action Day and other decisions of the EPSU Executive Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service workers have been in the frontline of the pandemic. Many contributions of Executive Committee members underlined this.
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            “GATS reloaded: securing the public interest in global trade in services negotiations”

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We are pleased to invite you to an on-line meeting on 15 June, from 13h00 to 16h00 on “GATS reloaded: securing the public interest in global trade in services negotiations”
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            Public Procurement, PPPs and concessions in times of COVID-19

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            “There’s no returning to old policies” was a central theme of the EPSU exchange on public procurement and Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) held on 4 June.
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            EPSU on-line meeting on "public procurement, Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) and concessions in times of COVID-19"
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            New book released on remunicipalisation - The Future is Public

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Resistance to privatisation has turned into a powerful force for change.
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            On the eve of the EU-Western Balkans Summit, EPSU calls on both sides to ensure fair and sustained development for all

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the light of the COVID-19 pandemic such measures are needed more than ever.
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            Civil society and trade unions call for a Europe that cares

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A large group of European organisations came together ahead of the European Council video conference on 23rd April, to demand an alternative vision for Europe following the COVID-19 crisis.
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            COVID-19: Principles for Global Access, Innovation and Cooperation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has signed a statement coordinated by Public Citizen which outlines a number of principles to guide the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, with one unifying goal: making drugs affordable and accessible for all.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            COVID-19

                            Health

                            Health and Safety

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 25, 2020
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Joint Civil Society Organisations statement on COVID-19 ]




    
    
        
            Unions and Civil Society Organisations’ Statement calling for public health to be prioritised over profits

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has co-signed a Civil Society Organisations’ statement addressed to the European Commission and MEPs which highlights the need for an all-encompassing public health response from the European Union and national governments to the COVID-19 crisis.
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            EPSU meets with Heléne Fritzon, vice-chair of the S&D group

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Strong and cooperative relations with the trade unions is important to the European S&amp;D group as we seek to implement the European Pillar of Social Rights, stressed Heléne Fritzon, vice-chair of the S&amp;D group.
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