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      Promoting and protecting public services in Europe
EPSU wants to see a European Union that recognizes and supports the role of public services in contributing to sustainable development and quality of life. In an increasingly integrated Europe it is important to tackle issues such as tax dumping and cut-throat competition, which put pressure on public services and concentrate increasing amounts of wealth in fewer and fewer hands. Fair and progressive taxation, good governance and effective regulation are needed to guarantee quality public services for all. 
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            World Refugee Day 2023: solidarity, hope, and inclusion in a world faced with multiple crises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International - 20 June 2023 - World Refugee Day
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            New ETUI publication -  Beyond economic growth:  The role of trade unions in the transition to well-being

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A further contribution to the ‘beyond growth’ or ‘post-growth’ debates, the recent ETUI working paper sets out the case against the pursuit of undifferentiated economic growth and advocates substantial changes to European economies.
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            EU Blue Deal – the right to water and sanitation should be its fundament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Global warming leads to climate change and causes problems for water resources and water management. Water quality needs to improve and water pollution addressed.
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            Working time legislation must be respected!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a recent debate on volunteering in the European Parliament, a few MEPs raised the importance of the work of volunteer firefighters.
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            New report  from independent high-level group gives strong backing for Europe’s social protection systems

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 7 February a High Level Group (HLG) of 11 independent experts presented an excellent report - available online - on the future of social protection and the Welfare State.
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            Launch of Global Manifesto for Public Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today (26 January) sees the launch of The Future is Public: Global Manifesto for Public Services https://futureispublic.org/global-manifesto/.
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            History RePPPeated II - Why Public-Private Partnerships are not the solution

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Back in 2020 EPSU welcomed the publication of Eurodad’s first History RePPPeated – see article - and this 2nd edition provides more useful evidence and examples of the failure of PPPs to provide added value compared to direct public investment and traditional public procurement.
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            2022 - 8 December: EPSU workshop on digitalisation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Brief Report of the workshop - Presentations: Social Partner Agreement on digitalisation, by Nadja Salson, EPSU; Our Digital Future - Empowering workers, ensuring union futures, by Christina Colclough, Founder Why Not Lab
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            Public service unions address cost-of-living crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of Europe’s public service unions discussed the impact of the cost of living crisis and the impact on workers.
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            New Commission Communication “The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In June 2022 the European Commission published a Communication “The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth” that strengthens the Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) provisions of EU trade agreements.
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            African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights underlines importance of public services in Africa’s development

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has welcomed the General Comment No. 7 on State obligations under the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights in the context of private provision of social services.
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            Amazon’s market behaviour – EPSU joins demanding tougher policies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU joined a group of concerned organisations that contributed comments to the ongoing investigation of the European Commission on market behaviour of Amazon.
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            Climate change and austerity take their toll

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Forest fires and heat waves are hitting Europe hard – yet again. With record high temperatures and no rain, life and work for many people in Europe is reaching a point of no return, putting the health and - in certain cases - life of many at risk.
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            ‘Re-nationalisation’ of EDF a clear sign that change is needed

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The French government’s recent announcement that it plans to buy back 100% of EDF’s shares shows clearly that leaving essential public services to the free market simply does not work for the massive challenges ahead.
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            Workers across Europe gather for Public Service Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and its affiliates came together to mark UN Public Service Day on Thursday, 23 June 2022.
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