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            Health and utilities workers in action

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions representing workers in the electricity, gas and water sectors organised a day of strike action on 17 December. The unions are concerned that changes to procurement rules will lead to more outsourcing and so threaten jobs, pay and conditions and the quality of services. Meanwhile, unions organising in the private health sector began a series of regional actions with a strike in Lazio on 14 December as part of a campaign to secure a new sector agreement covering 150000 workers. It is 12 years since the last agreement was negotiated.
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            Support for Austrian affiliates and critique on Austrian Presidency over lack of progress Social Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European public service unions expressed their support and solidarity with the Austrian workers and their unions at the EPSU Executive Committee 7 November.
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            European Parliament votes to start trialogue on Drinking Water Directive. Time to implement the Human Right to water in European legislation!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday the European Parliament voted with a very slim majority to endorse the report of MEP Michel Dantin on the Drinking Water Directive (DWD).
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            Stand up for the Human Right to Water and deliver on the ECI, citizens tell  European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ahead of next week’s vote in the European Parliament on the Drinking Water Directive (DWD), the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) urges Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) to support the call for the provision of universal access to drinking water.
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            Right2water is voted next week in Plenary

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On October 23rd the European Parliament will vote the report of MEP Michel Dantin concerning the Drinking Water Directive, as we have explained before this is the first legal reference to the ECI Right2water and the Human Right to water in European Union legislation.
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            Implementing EU pillar social rights needs public investment says EPSU at EU tripartite social summit

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Member States need to do more to implement the principles in the Pillar to deliver public services like health, elderly, child and long-term care, water and energy.
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            EPSU’s Standing committee on Utilities puts just transition at the centre of its activities

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 11 October 2018, EPSU’s Utilities Standing Committee came together to discuss several urgent issues.
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            Drinking water Directive vote looms

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In 3 weeks time the European Parliament will vote the final report of the Drinking Water Directive.
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            EU Citizens Initiative disappointed with result European Parliament vote in Committee on Recast Drinking Water Directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Press release 11 September 2018) Yesterday the Environment and Public Health committee of the European Parliament voted the report on the Recast of the Drinking Water Directive.
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            European Parliament to vote on Right2water in Drinking Water Directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Monday the European Parliament will decide its position on the Drinking Water Directive.
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            Does the recast of the drinking water Directive fulfil the demands of the ECI right to water?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 4 September at the Austrian Permanent Representation to the EU, a panel was held to discuss whether the recast of the drinking water Directive fulfils the demands of the ECI right to water.
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            Water workers get 7.5% pay increase
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            Water board employees have voted to accept a new collective agreement that includes a 3.5% pay increase backdated to 1 January this year with a further 3.25% rise as of 1 April 2019. The deal also includes a EUR 500 lump sum payment and changes to the individual choice budget worth a further 0.75% of salary. The individual choice budget allows workers to choose how they take improvements in pay and conditions - for example through increased leave or other benefits. The FNV trade union will also be talking to management about performance-related pay.
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            Water workers get new two-year agreement
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  Bulgaria


        

                
                
        
                            A new collective agreement for the workers in the water sector came into effect on 2 May and will run for two years. The agreement covers a wide range of pay and conditions and includes an increase on the sector minimum wage, higher rates for night work, a special procedure to protect trade union members against dismissal, additional paid annual leave for parents, for studying and for trade union events) and an annual one week sport event for all workers in the sector.
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            Solidarity with dismissed Greek water workers 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Greek Unions are mobilising against the government and the administration in a bid to protest against the recent decision to lay off 23 workers from EYDAP.
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            Confederations announce 24-hour general strike
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  Greece


        

                
                
        
                            The ADEDY public sector confederation will be joining with the GSEE private sector confederation and other trade union and professional organisations in a 24-hour general strike on 30 May in protest at the continuing austerity being imposed on workers and citizens. ADEDY says that public sector workers are still suffering from pay cuts of up to 40% while more precarious working conditions have spread across the public services and there are critical staff shortages in important areas of health and social services.
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