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            EPSU statement on the future of energy at a time of crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The future of energy in Europe is facing a deep crisis exacerbated by Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine.
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            Pay deal in electricity industry
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  Austria


        

                
                
        
                            The GPA and PRO-GE trade unions have negotiated a new collective agreement that provides an annual pay increase from 1 February of at least 3.6% with lower paid workers getting up to 4.0%. This takes the minimum monthly salary in the sector to €2,069.52. Allowances will increase by 3.85% while pay for apprentices will go up by an average of just over 6%. Other elements in the agreement include how previous periods of services are credited when workers are transferred to other employers and an increase of the overtime supplement to 50% for part-time workers.
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            French workers fight to protect public energy services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Four French unions within the largely state-owned EDF energy company are taking action today, 26 January 2021, in protest against further restructuring of the company.
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             European Social Partners call for a Just Energy Transition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Social Partners EPSU, Eurelectric and IndustriAll-Europe recently adopted a joint statement on Just Transition in the Electricity Sector.
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            EPSU and 44 civil society actors call on EU to deliver on Renovation Wave commitment to tackle energy poverty

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 45 NGOs, trade unions and social justice groups have sent an open letter to the EU Commission today, urging them to start tackling energy poverty by delivering on its commitment to deep renovate over 35 million homes.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Electricity

                            Energy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Gas

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 13, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: right to energy for all europeans logo]




    
    
        
            Shield people from rising energy bills say trade unions and NGOs

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A “toolbox” released today by the European Commission to mitigate the impacts of skyrocketing gas prices has been criticised for putting lives at risk by the Right to Energy Coalition.
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            Building skills in the electricity sector: final steps for the joint European social partner’s project

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Skills2Power project (‘Strengthen the Role of National Social Partners and VET Providers to Build Skills Intelligence in the Electricity Sector’) concludes after four years of successful activities.
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            Soaring energy prices demand action to protect workers and families 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers and families are suffering under sky-rocketing energy prices, as a result of which energy poverty will only grow across Europe. Europe’s energy ministers met to discuss this pressing matter on 23 September.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Electricity

                            Energy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jul. 08, 2021
        
                    
                    
        
                            2021 EPSU Collective Bargaining News July No.14

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Unions mobilise over outsourcing and the recovery
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions in the electricity and waste sectors reported very high levels of support for their industrial action and protests on 30 June. The unions want article 177 of the procurement code to be deleted as they argue that it requires widespread outsourcing across their sectors, posing a major threat to jobs and working conditions. They say that if the article is not deleted there will be increasing fragmentation of these industries and it will undermine initiatives towards a circular economy and low carbon energy sector. Meanwhile, the three main confederations have also been mobilising to
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            High-Level Round Table discusses training and skills for renewables and energy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission launched the Pact of Skills in November 2020.
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            Skills2Power: building skills in the electricity sector national workshops

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over the past 2 years the European Social Partners in the electricity sector, industriAll European Trade Union, the European Public Service Union (EPSU), representing the trade unions and Eureletric, representing the employer organisations have engaged together with Spin360, in the project Skills2Power.
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            Energy unions address restructuring threat  
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            Four energy trade union in France organised another day of action on 17 December in protest at what they see as major threats to the sector, such as the “Hercule” restructuring plans at EDF, and its public service mission. FNME-CGT, CFE-CGC Énergies, FO Énergie et Mines and FCE-CFDT are concerned that key decisions about the sector are being taken without proper consultation both with the unions and in parliament. Meanwhile, the Filctem-Cgil, Flaei-Cisl and Uiltec energy unions in Italy achieved a significant victory in the ENEL company following a campaign of industrial action. The unions
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            Solidarity with EDF and ENGIE workers fighting against restructuring projects

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On November 26, workers in the French multinational electric utility companies ENGIE and EDF are mobilising to defend the future of their jobs, the public energy sector and to demand the suspension of the companies’ current restructuring projects.
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            Public utility workers: The unseen frontline responders in the Corona Crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The coronavirus pandemic has now infected more than 2 million people worldwide and caused over 145,000 deaths. Like so many other key workers, workers in the waste collection, water and energy distribution sectors are risking their lives
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            Digitalisation at the heart of social partners’ commitment to keep the lights on

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In these times of public health crisis, digital technologies enable the electricity sector to keep the lights on, adapting traditional models from generation to smart infrastructure in our constantly transforming industry.
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