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      Fighting for tax justice


A fair, progressive, transparent and effective tax system is crucial for sound public finances, quality public services and redistribution of wealth and income. This is why EPSU has been campaigning hard to tackle tax evasion and avoidance by large companies and wealthy individuals and in support of measures to create fairer tax systems. This briefing for EPSU's last Congress sets out the work done over the previous Congress period and highlights current priorities. The impact of austerity on tax collection is the latest update on the state of tax administrations across Europe, underlining the need to invest in staff and resources to improve tax collection and fight tax fraud.
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            National strike to hit ENEL energy company on 8 March
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU and PSI have sent solidarity greetings to the three union federations – Filctem-Cgil, Flaei- Cisl and Uiltec – in their dispute with the ENEL energy company. The three unions are planning national strike action on 8 March and began a month-long period of industrial action affecting overtime, travel and changes to working hours on 24 February. The unions are angry about the company’s unilateral plans to change working hours arrangements, to outsource operations on the electricity grid, and its refusal to renew the remote work agreement. The three federations argue that the measures will
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            Unions mobilise to secure COVID payments and pay rise
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            The UNISON, Unite and GMB trade unions have been mobilising their members in the NHS and private contractors to secure unpaid COVID bonuses and pay rises. UNISON and Unite members are taking on Mitie, the large private contractor, which has refused to pay a COVID bonus despite the company being signed up to the national Agenda for Change agreement which requires the payment. Meanwhile, Unite members formerly employed by the contractor Serco but now directly employed by the NHS at Bart’s Hospital in London are also claiming their COVID payment which the hospital management have so far refused
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            EPSU supports MEPs’ call to ban Amazon lobbyists from the European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 30 trade unions and NGOs have joined MEPs in urging the European Parliament to revoke Amazon lobbyists' access.
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            Unions ballot members over public sector pay offer
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            Fórsa, SIPTU, INMO, AHCPS and other public service unions are consulting their members over the latest pay offer from the government which would provide for a series of pay increases over a 30-month period from 1 January 2024 to 30 June 2026. The unions have until 25 March to complete the ballots. If an aggregate of the members of all the unions vote in favour then the agreement would provide the following pay increases: in 2024 – 2.25% or €1,125, whichever is greater, from 1 January; 1% on 1 June; 1% or €500, whichever is greater, on 1 October; in 2025 – 2% or €1,000, whichever is greater, on
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            New report of Oxfam underlines why wealth taxes are necessary

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The global NGO Oxfam published a new report that draws attention to the extreme wealth and inequality in the world.
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            European elections 2024 – time for politicians to deliver quality public services for all

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU publishes our key priorities for the European elections. Much more than a list of demands, EPSU first and foremost calls for a stronger commitment from the EP to protect and promote the democratic values and solidarity mechanisms that have shaped the European project.
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            ETUC Executive – join the European demo 12 December. Together against austerity and for a Fair Deal for Workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of European trade union confederations and European trade union federations discussed the ongoing campaign against austerity, for revised rules for European economic policy and for a Fair Deal for European workers.
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            EPSU Executive addresses social dialogue, Congress, EP elections, wealth tax and so much more

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of Europe’s public service unions expressed support for the ETUC demonstration 12 December in Brussels.
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            Disputes rumble on across public services
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            The strike by retained firefighters over pay and staffing was due to go ahead on 26 July after being suspended by the SIPTU union to allow for a Labour Court hearing. At the hearing the employers failed to produce an acceptable offer and the date for action was confirmed by the union. Meanwhile, the Fórsa trade union is balloting members in its health and welfare division over two disputes – one in relation to career development and the other in relation to the excessive use of agency staff and external consultants. Both unions, along with the INMO trade union are also continuing to campaign
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            Confederation highlights risks of outsourcing
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  Slovenia


        

                
                
        
                            The ZSSS trade union confederation has published a detailed article looking at the impact of outsourcing across many sectors and the initiatives taken by trade unions to prevent or end the process. The examples show the negative effects of outsourcing on pay and conditions, health and safety and union organisation and how agencies and outsourcing companies abuse employment law. Energy union, SDE, an EPSU affiliate, contributed to the overview highlighting how it was trying to reduce and restrict the impact of outsourcing in the sector. The union is particularly concerned about the increased
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            New report reveals huge profits and low taxes made from care home real estate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Press Release) A new report released today by CICTAR lays bare the little-known world of care home real estate
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            Coordinating research to strengthen public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the eve of Public Service Day, EPSU hosted an exchange with 15 researchers and representatives of research and campaigning organisations from across Europe.
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            EPSU joins workers on the streets of Tbilisi for higher minimum wage and progressive taxation on 1 May

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Georgian unions celebrated 1 May with a march in the capital Tbilisi on 1st May. The unions demanded higher minimum wages.
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            Profit over people: the impact of market approaches on long-term care and its workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, PSI and the Centre for International Corporate Tax Accountability and Research (CICTAR) have published an analysis on the impact of market approaches to long-term care.
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            History RePPPeated II - Why Public-Private Partnerships are not the solution

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Back in 2020 EPSU welcomed the publication of Eurodad’s first History RePPPeated – see article - and this 2nd edition provides more useful evidence and examples of the failure of PPPs to provide added value compared to direct public investment and traditional public procurement.
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