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            Healthcare professionals urge authorities to guarantee protection to those in front lines against Covid-19

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press release The European health professionals and their students’ organisations are calling on the European Commission and the governments to support and protect healthcare professionals fighting Covid-19.
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            COVID-19: Italian unions sign vital new agreement on safety of health workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 25 March, the three Italian trade union confederations – Cgil, Cisl and Uil – signed an agreement on health workers’ safety with the Ministry of Health.
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            EPSU and the Social Employers issue a joint statement on the COVID-19 outbreak: social services are essential to overcoming the current crisis and need active support 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            All across Europe, COVID-19 creates significant challenges for the care sector.
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            Joint European Trade Union Federations’ Recommendations to help anticipate and manage the impact of COVID-19

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The impact of the COVID-19 outbreak is unprecedented, but must not jeopardise jobs and incomes.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Company policy and EWCs

                            COVID-19

                            Health and Safety

                            Information & consultation

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Apr. 06, 2020
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Logos coalition Whistleblowing safe during Covid-19 ]




    
    
        
            Coalition to Make Whistleblowing Safe During Covid-19

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, more than 40 NGOs and trade unions including EPSU, ETUC, Eurocadres, EFJ and Euromil have issued a joint statement calling upon on public authorities to protect citizens and workers who report or expose abuses
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            EPSU to Governments and employers: Do not abuse the pandemic to undermine workers’ rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over the last two weeks, we have seen multiple attempts by employers and governments to undermine workers’ rights by forcing solutions to pandemic, at the expense of workers.
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             Overlooked: migrant workers in the COVID-19 crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Migrant workers in Europe are on the frontline of the response to the COVID-19 crisis. Now more than ever, the crucial contribution of migrant workers to support European economies, public services and fill labour shortages is crystal clear.
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            Joint recommendations on how to deal with EWC/SE negotiations during the COVID-19 crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            During this unprecedented global crisis, trade unions from all over Europe are acting united to ensure COVID-19 does not put jobs and incomes in jeopardy!
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            Pay and hours deal in private health and social care
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  Austria


        

                
                
        
                            The vida and GPA-djp services unions have negotiated a pay and hours deal for 125000 workers in the private health and social care sector. Pay will increase by 2.7% this year backdated to 1 February and then by inflation plus 0.6% from 1 January 2021. The unions had been demanding a 35-hour week for all workers in the sector and this remains a target. The new agreement, however, does provide for a 37-hour week from 1 January 2022. With weekly pay staying the same for full-time workers this will mean a higher hourly rate and part-time workers will be compensated with an additional increase of 2
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            Health workers benefit from crisis agreement
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            Health workers in Stockholm are benefitting from the implementation of an agreement on emergency situations that provides for a 120% additional payment on top of normal pay. The agreement was negotiated by several unions last year mainly in response to the spate of major forest fires. At the beginning of the month the SKR municipal employers' organisation agreed that the critical situation arising from COVID-19 met the criteria to activate the agreement in Stockholm.The agreement provides for longer working hours and different rules on rest periods. If emergency overtime is worked then the
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            COVID-19: Principles for Global Access, Innovation and Cooperation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has signed a statement coordinated by Public Citizen which outlines a number of principles to guide the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, with one unifying goal: making drugs affordable and accessible for all.
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            Public utility workers: The unseen frontline responders in the Corona Crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The coronavirus pandemic has now infected more than 2 million people worldwide and caused over 145,000 deaths. Like so many other key workers, workers in the waste collection, water and energy distribution sectors are risking their lives
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            Now is not  the time to negotiate trade agreements:   governments must focus on securing medical supplies and saving lives endangered by COVID-19 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Hundreds of trade unions and civil society organisation are calling on trade negotiators and the World Trade Organisations (WTO) to stop trade negotiations and to focus all governmental resources on dealing with the public health emergency brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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            Union welcomes recognition of COVID-19 as occupational disease
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  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA sees it has a huge victory that COVID-19 is now recognised as an occupational disease and has also welcomed the fact that the process of proving infection has been relaxed. While it is already clear that workers in hospitals and care homes will be covered because of the nature of their work, FOA says that there is now the possibility for more groups of workers to be included such as day care workers, parking attendants and others who come into regular close contact with the public. Proof of risk of infection can now be based simply on a description of work and extent of contact with
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            Union launches online psychological support for health workers
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The Fp-Cgil public service federation has launched an online support service for health workers on the front line of the fight against COVID-19. Recognising the increased psycho-social risks for care staff working long hours and having to adapt to emergency working arrangements, the union has put together a pool of 40 or so psychologists, psychiatrists and other welfare support workers who are providing their services free for this online service.
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