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            Nursing and care: recognising Covid as an occupational disease

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Long Covid has serious implications for both health and social care workers and the services they provide.
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            Momentum gathers for a #peoplesvaccine against COVID-19

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following the welcome announcement on 5 May by President Biden that the US Government will no longer oppose lifting IPR patent protection in the WTO TRIPS agreement for COVID-19 vaccines and treatments, all eyes are now on the upcoming EU Trade Council meeting on 20 May.
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            EPSU organizes event to demand better working conditions for Care Workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Tuesday, 4th May, EPSU together with Friedrich-Ebert Stiftung (FES), the Foundation for European Progressive Studies, Kommunal and Arena Idé organized a conference to raise awareness of the extraordinary challenges care workers had to face during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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            European Economic and Social Committee adopted opinion on the EU Health Union with EPSU recommendations 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 27 April 2021 the ES (EESC), with a large majority of votes adopted the opinion on Building a European Health Union.
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            EPSU participates in conference on the future of social services after COVID-19

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Thursday, 29 April, EPSU participated in an event organized by the European Policy Centre and other civil society organisations on the importance of the European Pillar of Social Rights for the social services sector in the wake of COVID-19.
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            Union secures COVID payments for emergency medical workers
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  Czech Republic


        

                
                
        
                            Following negotiations with the government, the OSZSP health union has won payments of up to CSK 120000 (€4650) for emergency medical staff. These workers weren’t covered by special payment negotiated for other groups of health staff, but the union pointed out that ambulance workers have faced massively increased workloads, with callouts increasing by more than a third, and in many cases the same level and type of work carried out by intensive care staff in hospitals.
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            Unions call for bonus for health and care workers
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  Austria


        

                
                
        
                            The younion and GÖD public sector unions, representing around 120000 workers in health and social care have called on the Austrian Chancellor to stand by his commitment to improve pay for those working in intensive care during the pandemic. The two unions underline that their demand covers all health and care workers, not just intensive care staff, as they are all part of an essential team and need to work together to deliver care and who have endured significant physical and mental challenges in maintaining services. Younion and GÖD are calling for a tax-free €1000 bonus for all health and
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            Civil service union plans further action over safety
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            Members of the PCS civil service union at the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (DVLA) in Swansea, South Wales, have agreed to take another four days of strike action from 4-7 May. This follows the four-day action on 6-9 April that the union says was strongly supported. PCS is concerned that DVLA management have failed to take action to address safety concerns following very high levels of COVID-19 infections at the site where 4000 workers are employed. The union has also argued about the level of continuing risk involved from allowing 2000 workers to carry on working at the site.
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            ETUC reveals drastic fall in safety inspections
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            New ETUC research reveals that safety inspections have been cut by a fifth since 2010, falling from 2.2 million annual visits to 1.7 million. Numbers fell in at least 17 countries, including in Germany where 232,000 fewer visits were made in 2018 compared to 2010 and Portugal where checks were cut in half over the same period. Over the same period the number of labour inspectors across Europe fell by more than 1000. Portugal, Malta, Cyprus, Romania and Croatia all saw inspections fall by 35%, with the average fall across the EU at 18%. The ETUC argues that the major cut in labour inspections
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            Member States: invest in the social recovery too

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, together with 12 other European Networks with responsibility for social services, invite Member States to use the EU Budget and the Recovery and Resilience Fund to help those who have been hit hardest by the crisis
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            Pay rises for health workers in Helios and SRH clinics
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            After the third round of bargaining, the ver.di services union has secured a new 24-month agreement covering around 21,000 employees at the clinic operator Helios. There will be a 3.8% increase in total with a 1.4% rise in April this year, 2.0% in April 2022 and a further 0.4 percent in November 2022. Employees will also receive a EUR 400 corona bonus (trainees EUR 100) as well as an additional day off in recognition of the extra work during the pandemic. Working hours at the eastern German Helios locations will be reduced to the western level from January 1, 2023. A care allowance of EUR 100
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            Massive support for COVID-related strike action
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            Over 1400 workers, members of the PCS civil service union, took strike action from 6-9 April in protest at the failure to address safety issues at the Driver Vehicle and Licensing Agency (DVLA) in Swansea in South Wales. Over 600 DVLA employees have tested positive for COVID since last September with no effective response from management or the Department of Transport (DoT). Following the strike the union has called for immediate talks to resume with the DoT and will be discussing next steps with members.
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  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The impact of the pandemic has led to restructuring of some care homes in the Brussels region where employers are arguing that declining occupation rates and costs of anti-COVID measures are making some homes unviable. The Armonea (Colisée) group has announced plans to close one facility (Sebrechts) with the loss of 108 jobs while unions at the Senior Living Group, part of the Korian multinational, are looking at ways to avoid compulsory redundancies with a range of measures. The unions at the Sebrecht care home have issued a strike notice and there is determination to fight what is seen as a



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            CSC/CNE (FR)

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Apr. 12, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: EPSU Executive Committee April 2021]




    
    
        
            EPSU backs Right2Cure campaign – no to profits from the pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            All people across the world need the chance to get vaccinated against COVID-19 if we are to leave the pandemic behind us.
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            Russia Central Asia Constituency and the impact on public services 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The impact of the pandemic is very different with Russia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan having experienced grave problems while Uzbekistan and especially Tajikistan did not have the same challenges.
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