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            World Water Day: right to water and sanitation can be secured by promoting Public-Public Partnerships

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            One year after the successful EESC European Blue Deal conference, EPSU urges the European Commission to intensify its actions in favor of an unalienable right to water and sanitation.
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            EU Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence passes council vote

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Despite last minute push back from a number of EU Member States, the EU Council today finally voted in favour of the new EU Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence (CSDDD).
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            EPSU joins 140 organisations condemning blockage of Corporate Due Diligence Directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The agreement reached between the European Parliament and Council on the Corporate Social Due Diligence Directive has been blocked by an alliance of governments led by France under Macron and with tacit support of Germany and Italy.
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            Human right to water still waiting after 12 years of promises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On January 23rd the European Commission and the Council issued a press release announcing new hygiene rules for materials and products in contact with water.
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            Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive agreed

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Parliament and the Council of Ministers reached agreement on the Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence, 14 December 2023.
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            COP28: new wins for workers and an agreement to transition away from fossil fuels, but no explicit commitments

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After two weeks of tough negotiations, COP28 has just concluded with an agreement to transition away from fossil fuels in a just, orderly and equitable manner.
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            Human Rights Day: new EPSU report marks ten years of Right2Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the world observes Human Rights Day on December 10th, EPSU launched a new report commemorating the ten-year milestone of the Right2Water European Citizens Initiative (ECI), a groundbreaking movement that placed access to water at the forefront of the European political agenda.
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            Water sector deal delivers pay increase and €16 hourly minimum wage
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union has negotiated a new agreement covering workers in the water sector which is now out for approval by members. It provides a 4.25% increase as of 1 January 2024, along with €50 on the full-time salary. There will be a further pay increase of 2.5% in January 2025. This marks an improvement on the employers’ previous offer and follows some extra pressure from the presentation of a workers’ petition. The new salary structure now has a minimum wage of €16 an hour – a key union target. The collective agreement runs until 1 July 2025.
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            EPSU: “Don’t water down the polluter-pays principle”

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has signed a joint statement on the polluter-pays principle for the Wastewater Treatment Directive.
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            EPSU calls for a strong and just CSDD Directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 15th November members from different organisations gathered at the Place Schuman to participate in a protest organised by the ETUC calling for a just Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence
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            Decarbonization, European Parliament elections and energy transition updates at the Utilities Standing Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The 59th meeting of the Standing Committee on Utilities took place on 4 October.
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            EPSU joins EU Blue Deal event to advocate for Right to Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Amid growing concerns about water scarcity and the urgent need for sustainable water management, EPSU participated in a recent event titled ‘EU Blue Deal — a plan for the future of our water.’
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            Strong collective bargaining in Germany, Europe and worldwide supported at Verdi Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            One of the important issues at the 6th Congress of the German union Verdi was the strengthening of collective bargaining.
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            Water struggles and climate change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Water is a public good and European water policy must be orientated towards this. A European Water Strategy must be based on recognising the human rights to water and sanitation based on publicly owned water services.
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            Draft Council Recommendation on the social economy – one step forward, two steps back?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 13 Jun 2023 the Commission presented a proposal for a Council Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions {SWD(2023) 208 final}.
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