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                            EPSU is a strong voice for the about 10.5 million social service workers in the EU and in other European countries. Our aims are to protect and improve social services across Europe as well as the employment conditions of workers in the sector. EPSU is actively involved in initiatives exploring the scope and format for social dialogue in social services at EU-level..

There are millions of social service workers across Europe who provide vital care for children, the elderly, the disabled and others with urgent needs – whether at home or in institutions. Their work and contribution to society is undervalued and more often than not poorly rewarded. Women make up the majority of the social services workforce and in many countries migrant workers also make an invaluable contribution to the sector. Gender equality runs through all of EPSU’s work and is central to its activities in social services as is action to defend migrant workers’ rights.

EPSU is making a clear case for more resources for the sector and for better pay and conditions for social service workers, for more and better collective agreements, for proper training and professional development. Supporting quality, affordable and accessible social services is an essential investment that brings both economic and social benefits.

EPSU’s thematic priorities in social services are long-term care for the elderly, including personal care and household services, childcare as well as organising in the sector on which you find more information by clicking on the links below:

	Social services (in general)
	Childcare
	Elderly care including personal care of household services
	Social dialogue
	Organising
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            Global workers call for ‘TRIPS waiver’ to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic -  time to make our voices heard!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 24 November 2021, the Council of Global Unions (CGU) call on governments to act urgently to secure universal access to Covid-19 vaccines and health products and technologies.
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            Success for Swiss health and care unions and social movements – citizens’ initiative for care gets 61% YES vote

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Swiss population came out in important numbers to support the demands of unions for better pay and conditions for health and social workers
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            European Social Partners remind European co-legislators about their statement on inclusion of Hazardous Medicinal Products in the Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive (CMD)

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the context of the ongoing trialogue on the fourth revision of the CMD (2004/37/EC), HOSPEEM and EPSU would like to highlight the need to include hazardous medicinal products as a new entry in CMD Appendix I.
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            New European Parliament report confirms EPSUs findings about the weaknesses in long-term care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This week, the European Parliament published a report on the formal and informal long-term care workforce in the EU. Much of the information in the report confirms findings from an EPSU report published for the Global Day of Action for Care Workers.
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            EPSU celebrates Global Day for Care with a splash

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU marked the Global Day of Action for Care Workers with a symbolic action in front of the European Parliament and a series of events.
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            The pharmaceutical strategy for Europe - part 2

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU welcomed the Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe and expressed the need to strengthen public research and public companies to deliver quality, affordable and accessible medicines available for all.
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            2021 - 25 October 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            TPV Project - Webinar N°3: Risk assessments
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            EPSU Committee on Health and Social Services discussed staffing levels and privatization 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The unions affiliated to EPSU working on health and social services met online on the 19th of October 2021.
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            Caring For Profit –  on Europe’s private health and care companies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new research project by the European Network of Corporate Observatories network maps the landscape of private for profit hospitals and nursing homes companies active in Europe.
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            Transforming Care Work

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic showed the crucial role of health and care workers. They were at the forefront facing the lack of personal protective equipment, infections and colleagues ending up in hospital or worse.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Health

                            Social Services

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 01, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: 211001_Joint_Statement_logo_950px]




    
    
        
            Joint Statement on Sustainable Corporate Governance

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Thursday, September 30th, leading officials of the European trade union federations EFFAT, EPSU, IndustriAll Europe and UNI Europa as well as the ETUC met with the cabinet of European Commissioner Thierry Breton (Internal Market).
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                            TPV Project - Webinar N°2: Gender-based violence and harassment
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            WHO European Region’s lessons learnt from the pandemic echoes EPSU position

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This year the main focus of the Committee were the lessons learnt from the pandemic, improvements in Primary Health Care (PHS) and mental health.
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            Newly announced European Care Strategy must prioritise critical workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced a new European Care Strategy in yesterday’s State of the European Union speech.
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            New research into policies addressing labour shortages in the health and care sectors 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Eurofound is carrying out further research on policies which aim to address labour shortages.
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