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      Promoting and protecting public services in Europe
EPSU wants to see a European Union that recognizes and supports the role of public services in contributing to sustainable development and quality of life. In an increasingly integrated Europe it is important to tackle issues such as tax dumping and cut-throat competition, which put pressure on public services and concentrate increasing amounts of wealth in fewer and fewer hands. Fair and progressive taxation, good governance and effective regulation are needed to guarantee quality public services for all. 
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            EPSU Executive committee elects new vice-President, considers digitalisation and agrees joint day of action 23 June 2022

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of Europe’s public service unions joined on the world day to stop violence against women.
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            Platform Economy – Opportunities and Risks for Good Work and the Common Good

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Platforms are established in many areas of the economy. Some of these have a profound impact and provide important infrastructures. Some key points.
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            No to austerity and mobilising for alternatives argues EPSU at ETUC MidTerm Conference

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As recovery from the pandemic is taking place several finance ministers have started to argue we have to go back to balanced budgets and reduce state debts. EPSU and many other unions argued at the ETUC mid term conference that we can not go back to austerity.
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            Public services, climate action and how austerity will kill our planet

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            For countries to become zero Co2 emitters they have to address the emissions from the public services. Unison, one of the UK public service unions, researched what this would mean for the UK. A new report published on the occasion of COP26 in Glasgow.
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                            The German Union Verdi with the support of EPSU is organizing an online talk about digital platforms.
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            Tripartite Social Summit - confirms role of the social partners in the recovery

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the eve of the European Council, the tripartite social summit took place. The trade union side had a clear message: Workers have been at the forefront of the pandemic.
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            EPSU joins coalition - Demanding technology that serves us and ends Big Tech’s destructive business model

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU joined Amnesty, Corporate Europe Observatory, European Youth Forum, Transparency International and many other organisations demanding changes to the European Commission’s flagship proposal the Digital Services Act (DSA).
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            EPSU solidarity with general strike on 18 August

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Brazilian public service unions are calling for a general strike on 18 August.
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            EPSU expresses solidarity with firefighters and people as fires ravage Greece, Turkey and more countries

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Climate change and impact austerity take their toll
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            French energy unions achieve major success - dismantling and privatisation of energy company stopped

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following several years of battle, the French energy unions and their allies achieved a major victory when the French government withdrew the plan to dismantle energy company EDF.
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            Public services fundamental for tackling climate change in a socially just manner  

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public services are fundamental. This message came out loud and clear during the conference organised on 17 June 2021 by the ETUI and the European Climate Foundation on climate change and welfare.
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            UN report on poverty and human rights in the EU

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            “Member States are asked to be competitive and lean: they are pardoned for not being social enough.”
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            EPSU and others renew call on Commission for waiver

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU supports joint letter calling on the European Commission and EU Member States to increase access to COVID-19 vaccines with a temporary waiver of the TRIPS Agreement.
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            European strategy meeting on public services and human rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic only proves the urgency of this moment to build public services as part of a just and equitable recovery and a transition to a more sustainable and resilient economy and society. Privatised and underfunded public health and social services struggled to save lives and to protect their workers.
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            Europe’s Industrial Strategy and Eco-Systems lack workers’ perspective

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has published its Industrial Sector and an overview of so-called eco-systems recently. The European Trade Union Federations and the ETUC are critical about the lack of engagement with the social partners at national and European level.
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