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      Fighting privatisation and defending public services
Across Europe the quantity and quality of our public services and the pay and conditions of our members are under threat from privatisation. EPSU is committed to fighting privatisation in any of its forms whether contracting-out and sub-contracting, public-private partnerships or various processes of commercialisation or marketisation. This briefing on privatisation was produced for the EPSU Congress in 2019 and covers the main work done over the last Congress period and the priorities for the current period.
Public and private sector efficiency is an important report that provides a comprehensive overview of academic research that challenges the idea that the private sector is more efficient than the public sector. The future is public is the latest update on insourcing highlighting the trends to bring privatised services back under public ownership and control.
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            World Water Day: right to water and sanitation can be secured by promoting Public-Public Partnerships

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            One year after the successful EESC European Blue Deal conference, EPSU urges the European Commission to intensify its actions in favor of an unalienable right to water and sanitation.
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            A new WHO Report published on 12 March echoes EPSU recommendations on gender and care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The report, Fair share for health and care: gender and the undervaluation of health and care work details gender value gaps and demonstrates how health and care work is globally undervalued, why this is a gender equality issue, and what can be done about it.
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            Switzerland: union warns against impact of new health financing system

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The vpod/ssp public services has launched a campaign and petition – “Nein zu EFAs” – to try to block changes to the healthcare financing system in Switzerland that will have seriously negative consequences for staff and patients.
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            Waste, organising, and digitalisation: local and regional government standing committee meets

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At its 62nd meeting, the LRG Standing Committee defined its priorities for 2024 in line with the program of action of the 2019 EPSU Congress in Dublin.
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            Unions mobilise to secure COVID payments and pay rise
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            The UNISON, Unite and GMB trade unions have been mobilising their members in the NHS and private contractors to secure unpaid COVID bonuses and pay rises. UNISON and Unite members are taking on Mitie, the large private contractor, which has refused to pay a COVID bonus despite the company being signed up to the national Agenda for Change agreement which requires the payment. Meanwhile, Unite members formerly employed by the contractor Serco but now directly employed by the NHS at Bart’s Hospital in London are also claiming their COVID payment which the hospital management have so far refused
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            Unions plan joint actions on 8 and 19 March
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            Eight trade union organisations (CFDT, CFE-CGC, CGT, CFTC, FO, FSU, Solidaires and UNSA) are coordinating their call for gender equality on 8 March – International Women’s Day – with actions planned across the country. The unions note the persistent gender pay gap in both public and private sectors and the concentration of women in low-paying sectors. They are calling for the revaluation of jobs in sectors dominated by women, transparency over pay and sanctions against employers that discriminate, massive investment in public services and action to tackle violence and harassment. An eight
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            EPSU Women’s Conference 2023: women are here to stay!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 24 November, the eve of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, EPSU’s Women's Conference took place.
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            Human Rights Day: new EPSU report marks ten years of Right2Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the world observes Human Rights Day on December 10th, EPSU launched a new report commemorating the ten-year milestone of the Right2Water European Citizens Initiative (ECI), a groundbreaking movement that placed access to water at the forefront of the European political agenda.
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            EPSU Women’s Conference adopts Rome Declaration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Delegates at EPSU’s Women’s Conference endorsed a declaration outlining their resolute commitment to stand up for women’s rights and gender equality.
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            Unions and other organisations mobilised for women’s strike
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  Iceland


        

                
                
        
                            On 24 October, the BSRB public sector federation was one of more than a dozen organisations supporting a day of action calling for urgent action to address gender inequality, the gender pay gap and to tackle gender-based and sexual violence. Actions ranged from strikes and demonstrations to the withdrawal of all forms of labour, paid and unpaid. Since the first women’s day of action in 1975, unions and other organisations in the country have organised major strikes and protests and there has been some reduction in gender inequality. However, there is still a long way to go with the gender pay
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            Greek water workers and water movement achieve success as water companies return to state control

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major success of 12 years campaigning of Greek water workers and the broader water and social movement as it was announced that the government will take back control of Athens and Thessaloniki Water companies.
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            New European report on essential services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 28 June, the European Commission published its long-awaited report on ‘access to essential services: key challenges for the most vulnerable’.
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            Trade unions react to detailed public sector pay analysis
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  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            Last month the Wage Structure Committee produce a detailed report on pay in the public services as a basis of a tripartite discussion that is due to begin in the autumn and that will have an impact on negotiations of the next three-year collective agreements in the public sector that will run from April 2024. The committee, with trade union participation, was set up in 2021 as a first step in trying to address the persistent problem of pay inequality across the public services and the major staff shortages across many occupations. The initial reaction of many EPSU affiliates is to welcome the
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            Coordinating research to strengthen public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the eve of Public Service Day, EPSU hosted an exchange with 15 researchers and representatives of research and campaigning organisations from across Europe.
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            Unions build for 14 June – feminist strike
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  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU affiliate vpod/ssp is mobilising for the annual feminist strike which takes place on 14 June with actions and protests organised across the country. The strike focuses on the continuing inequalities that women face along other forms of discrimination, sexism, sexual harassment and violence. The union highlights data showing an 18% pay gap across the economy with the public sector at 15.1% below the private sector at 19.5% but the figure for the health sector specifically also at 19.5%. Meanwhile women make up two-thirds of the low paid. The figure for part-time work for women – 58% – is
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