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            Federations come together to address threats to union rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service trade unionists from South East Europe met online on 8-9 March to discuss the state of trade union rights in their countries.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Strike

                            Union Rights

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 08, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: With the support of the European Commission]




    
    
        
            2022 - 8/9 March 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Defending and strengthening trade union rights in public services - Fourth regional online meeting in the project, 8/9 March 2022
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                            The latest edition of the ETUCLEX newsletter has just been published with news on labour reforms in Spain and a key legal case about trade union representation on company supervisory boards among others. ETUCLEX is the human rights, legal and strategic litigation network of the European Trade Union Confederation and its affiliates and last year established a website and database that provides information on legal developments at European and national level. By signing up affiliates can benefit from and contribute to the early identification of and communication on important pending cases
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            Directive on transparent and predictable working conditions 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Transparent and Predictable Working Conditions Directive (TPWCD) was adopted in December 2017 and the deadline for transposition at national level is 1 August 2022. EPSU is concerned that the new rights in the directive might be denied to may public service workers.
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            Union organises first strike in private sector in Lithuania – calling for support

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Industrial workers federation of Lithuania, affiliated to EPSU, has started an indefinite strike in the fertilizers and industrial chemicals factory on 8 February.
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            Working together to defend trade union rights 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service trade unionists from the Nordic region and North East Europe met online earlier this week (25-26 January) to discuss the state of trade union rights in their countries.
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                            Defending and strengthening trade union rights in public services - Third regional online meeting in the project, 25/26 January 2022
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            EPSU supports call of ITUC for inquiry into the killings in Kazakhstan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Social unrest over increased prices for gas erupted in early January in several cities in Kazakhstan.
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            Court rules against university’s anti-union actions
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  Israel


        

                
                
        
                            The Davar news website reports that last month the Regional Labour Court ordered Tel Aviv University to pay 150,000 shekels (€42,500) to the research laboratory workers’ union in compensation for obstructing its efforts to unionize. The Court said the university tried to fire the chair of the union and dock the salary of another union member. It ordered the university to rescind the dismissal of the union chair, Dr Moti Ronen, and bring him back to work under the same contractual agreements that preceded his dismissal. The university is also required to pay back in full the salary it docked
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            Confederations mobilise over pay, negotiations and trade union rights
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  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The two main trade union confederations – FGTB/ABVV and CSC/ACV – are jointly organising a national demonstration on 6 December. They want to raise the problem of defending living standards as inflation increases, particularly driven by soaring energy prices. The confederations want to ensure that there is real space for proper negotiations and are challenging the provisions of the 1996 law that restricts the scope for pay increases. In the recent biennial negotiations the margin for increasing pay above inflation was limited to 0.4%. The confederations also want to defend trade union rights
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            Defending and strengthening trade union rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service trade unionists from Central, Eastern and South East Europe met online last week (16-17 November) to discuss the challenges they face in asserting their fundamental rights to organise, negotiate and take strike action and ensuring that all workers are protected by ILO or EU labour provisions.
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                            Defending and strengthening trade union rights in public services - Second regional online meeting in the project, 16/17 November 2021
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  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The FGTB/ABVV trade union confederation will appeal against the conviction of 17 trade unionists for their involvement in a road block during the general strike of 18 October 2015. On 19 October 2021, the Court of Appeal of Liège confirmed the judgement pronounced in November 2020 by the criminal court, with the activists given suspended prison sentences of 15 days or one month and fines ranging from €1,200 to €2,100 euros. The judgment was based on the offence of "malicious obstruction of traffic" provided for in Article 406 of the Belgian Penal Code which had been used before to convict a
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            Leaked documents show UK government supports anti-union labour reform Ukraine - undermining European Union policy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            These leaked documents show that the UK government via its development aid arm (UK Aid) and the UK embassy in Kiev is funding consultants to assist the Ukrainian Ministry of Economy in selling its neo-liberal market reforms to the Ukrainian people.
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            Massive support for CGIL and Italian unions – Never again fascism #Maipuifascismi

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following the attack on the head office of the Italian confederation CGIL by the fascists, Italian and European workers know what is at stake.
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