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            Unions across Europe stand in #SolidarityWithSES

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s call for solidarity with the SES Union (Türkiye) was widely responded to by affiliate unions before the trial.
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            EPSU calls for solidarity with Turkish unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The leaders and members of the SES Union will be in court next week due to their trade union activities.
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            EPSU and unions stand with Turkish unionists facing trial

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We want our comrades free, was the message of an international union delegation that attended a hearing in the trial against leadership of the health workers union SES.
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            Action by health union delivers results
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  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            Picketing and strike action by the Dev Sağlık-İş trade union, with support from EPSU and PSI, helped address bullying, harassment and anti-trade union behaviour by management at the Koç University Hospital in Istanbul. Although the dismissed union members were not reinstated, the employer paid increased compensation in recognition of the discriminatory action against union officials. The union also secured the dismissal of the manager responsible for the bullying, the end to harassment and withdrawal of false accusations against union members. Both PSI and EPSU sent protest letters.
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            International support for picketing health workers in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and PSI sent a letter to Koc University Hospital in Turkey protesting the dismissal of Devrimci Sağlık İş members and other serious accusations.
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            EPSU delegation attends new hearing in trial of Turkish union leader

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            An EPSU delegation joined a new hearing in the trial of one of the leaders of the Turkish health union SES of the confederation KESK.
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            Meeting the Turkish affiliates – addressing rising prices and impact on workers and families

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The aggression launched by Russia against Ukraine is one of the factors that is leading to high inflation and rising prices in Turkey.
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            Turkish trade unionists arrested – EPSU asks for their immediate release

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the early morning hours of 25 May, 8 trade union leaders of the Turkish Health and social service workers union SES were arrested in their homes.
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            European Parliament:  concerned about anti-union discrimination and adopts critical report on situation in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            There are grave concerns in the European Parliament on the backsliding on the rule of law and fundamental rights in Turkey.
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            Istanbul’s Gezi Park protestors’ acquittal: stark reminder of others still facing trial for exercise of democratic freedoms - Re-arrest of Osman Kavala extremely cynical – repression of dissenting voices

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The verdict of the Istanbul Court to acquit the Gezi park protesters was welcomed
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            EPSU supports President Turkish confederation DISK in defence of free speech – drop the charges

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The second public hearing in the trial of Arzu Çerkezoğlu, President of DISK took place 14 November in Sapanca, near Istanbul.
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            Supporting trade union rights and democracy in Turkey – at the Genel-Is Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Against the background of the dismissal of mayors and the imposition of trustees in major towns in the South East of Turkey, delegates of the municipal services union Genel-Is gathered for their 17th Congress.
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            Union campaigns against dismissals
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  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            The Hizmet-Is public service union has been running a major campaign for the reinstatement of 97 workers sacked by the mayor of the Bolu municipality in North West Turkey. No reasons were given for the sackings and the workers have been protesting for over 110 days and even marched the 200 km to Ankara in protest. EPSU has sent a letter of protest to the mayor asking for the workers to be reinstated. See also the campaign involving Genel-Is, fighting for the rights of workers sacked by the Aliağa municipality, reported in the previous issue of the newsletter.
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            Calls for solidarity with sacked municipal workers
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  Türkiye


        

                
                
        
                            Local government workers employed by the Aliağa Municipality in Izmir are being sacked without justification and the newly elected mayor is also forcing workers to resign from their union, Genel-İş, and to join another one. The number of dismissals reached 187 on July 24 and workers have been picketing since the 20 May, demanding reinstatement and respect for trade union rights and freedoms. Online support is being coordinated by the Labourstart campaigning organisation and promoted by EPSU and PSI.
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            EPSU condemns sentences imposed on leaders of Turkish doctors' organisation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has joined with the global and European doctors' organisations - WMA and CPME - in condeming the prison sentences imposed on 11 members of the Turkish Medical Association (TMA) and has written to the European institutions calling for action.
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