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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            Earth Day 2021: Let’s put workers, people and the planet before profits

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            22nd April is Earth Day, a day which reminds us more than ever of the need to adopt bold actions to protect our Earth and its inhabitants from climate change, both in the present and in the future.
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            EPSU backs Right2Cure campaign – no to profits from the pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            All people across the world need the chance to get vaccinated against COVID-19 if we are to leave the pandemic behind us.
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            EPSUs’ Central European and Western Balkan Constituency of unions: vaccinations, vaccinations...

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic is causing high numbers of infections, hospitalisations and death in the countries of the constituency.
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            New EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change: how ‘just’ is it?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Climate change adaptation means “anticipating the adverse effects of climate change and taking appropriate action to prevent or minimize the damage they can cause or taking advantage of opportunities that may arise".
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            EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change: how ‘just’ is it?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Press Release) Yesterday, the European Commission published a new strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change intended to build ‘just resilience’ to the unavoidable effects of climate change.
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            Social partners’ hearing with the European Commission- towards a sustainable corporate governance initiative

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU joined a dedicated hearing with social partners on the “sustainable corporate governance initiative” organised by Commission’s DG Justice and Consumers.
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            Will the circular economy be an economy with no workers? 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Does the European Parliament think that the circular economy will be solely operated by robots, machines, and artificial intelligence?
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            EPSU and PSI policy staff meet to discuss priorities and the year ahead

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We met to consider the major issues for 2021 and coordinate our work.
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            APE and EPSU meet to discuss water policy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Aqua Publica Europea (APE) and EPSU met to discuss our ongoing cooperation. It was the first meeting with Bernard Van Nuffel since he was elected President of APE. He is also the President of the Brussels water operator, Vivaqua.
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            Ensuring a Just Transition to climate neutrality 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last week, the European Social Partners in the gas sector held a joint webinar, hosted by MEPs Agnes Jongerius (S&amp;D) and Dennis Radtke (EPP), on the transition to climate neutrality and the need to ensure that is just for the workers in the gas sector.
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            Securing High-skilled Green Jobs in the Gas Sector is Integral to the Just Transition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press Release - Today the European trade union federations, EPSU and industriAll, and the industry association Eurogas, adopted a common position on the Just Transition in the Green Deal.
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            Fair Minimum Wage on the agenda of the ETUC Executive Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Close to 200 European trade union leaders joined in an online discussion and agreed several policies.
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            Webinar: safe jobs in the circular economy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last Friday, 23rd October, Vera Weghmann from the Public Service International Research Unit presented her recent report, “Safe Jobs in the Circular Economy - Health and Safety in Waste and Wastewater Management” in a webinar organised by EPSU
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            The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons receives the 50th ratification needed for entry into force!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 24 October, Honduras became the 50th UN Member State to ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), which means the treaty will now come into force on 22 January.
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            EPSU Youth Network supports global Climate Strikes

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, all across Europe young people are - physically or online - again protesting for a liveable future. The message is clear: Decisive measures must be taken now.
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