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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            New Commission Communication “The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In June 2022 the European Commission published a Communication “The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth” that strengthens the Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) provisions of EU trade agreements.
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            Union set to mobilise over forest firefighters’ rights and conditions
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                            The FSC-CCOO and FeSP-UGT public service federations representing forest firefighters say they will launch a campaign of strikes and protests unless the government and the autonomous regions deliver legislation that really protects the rights and conditions of this essential group of workers. The unions warn that action is needed urgently in the light of the surge in serious and large forest fires this summer. They argue that the legislation put forward on 25 August does not fully address the demands of the unions for homogenous working conditions covering training, salary structure
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            EPSU joins major European project on health workers’ skills

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ensuring training provision for health workers meets current and future demands is a major issue and EPSU is pleased to be involved with a new European Union-funded project that will attempt to address this challenge.
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            EU agrees to cut gas consumption - a right to energy and just transition more urgent than ever

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Union energy ministers agreed to commit to cut national gas consumption in an extraordinary council session held on Tuesday, 26 July.
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            Climate change and austerity take their toll

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Forest fires and heat waves are hitting Europe hard – yet again. With record high temperatures and no rain, life and work for many people in Europe is reaching a point of no return, putting the health and - in certain cases - life of many at risk.
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            Energy Charter Treaty reform: it’s time to rewrite the rules

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            24 years on from its legal enforcement and 14 negotiation rounds, the little-known Energy Charter Treaty (ECT) is a representation of an outdated era of fossil fuel protection.
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            EPSU reaction on RePower EU - Temporary fixes and a missed opportunity for deeper reforms

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At a time where our energy supply faces major interlinked crisis of climate, war and poverty, the European Commission has presented a RePower EU package
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            EPSU reaction to the compromise in Parliament on EU ETS 2 and Social Climate Fund

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission’s proposal to extend the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS 2) to buildings has been controversially discussed in the European parliament for months.
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            Pan-European Conference on Public Utilities

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s Pan-European Conference on Public Utilities is back! Join us online on Tuesday, 10 May 2022 for the opening proceedings and a panel discussion on an issue that is only becoming more important: rising energy prices, and how unions can take action.
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            EPSU Youth Steering meets for first time after pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last week, the EPSU Youth Network steering group had a preparatory meeting in Brussels for a project on Digitalisation and Collective Bargaining for the Future Leaders of Europe's Public Service Workers.
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            EPSU statement on the future of energy at a time of crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The future of energy in Europe is facing a deep crisis exacerbated by Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine.
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            EPSU backs call for social and green public spending rules

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU today joins with over 270 trade unions, civil society and other campaigning organisations and individuals in calling for fundamental reform of EU rules that regulate public spending and investment.
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            The climate crisis is a feminist issue: there is no just transition without equality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Gender oppression is one of the injustices that is deeply intertwined with the climate crisis.
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            Judgment by the European Court of Justice delivers significant blow to Energy Charter Treaty

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Update) The negotiations to reform the Energy Charter Treaty are failing as a recent analysis of Investigate Europe shows.
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            High-level roundtable on Just Transition in the European Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European trade union movement has concerns about the European Commission’s Green Deal and the Fit for 55 proposals.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Energy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Information & consultation

                            Tax justice

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    


    

  
        
    Pagination

    	
          
            First page
            |«
          
        
	
          
            Previous page
            ‹
          
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            1
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            2
        
	
                                          
            
              Current page
            3
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            4
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            5
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            6
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            7
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            8
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            9
        
	…
	
          
            Next page
            ›
          
        
	
          
            Last page
            »|
          
        


  

          




    


        
    

            
            
                
                    
                        	
	
	


                    

                
                    

  
    
                    
            	
                                                                
  240 results found


                                    


    
  



  
    
                    
            	
                                                                                            
                                                  Environment/Climate Change

                                    


    
  


  
      Policies

    
      
      	  Health
  (1539)

	  Social Services
  (1106)

	  Local government
  (777)

	  Social Dialogue
  (777)

	  Collective Bargaining
  (711)

	  Union Rights
  (688)

	  Solidarity
  (673)

	  Health and Safety
  (665)

	  Central government
  (598)

	  Energy
  (588)

	  Company policy and EWCs
  (451)

	  Water
  (413)

	  Economic Policy
  (402)

	  Equality
  (379)

	  Working Time
  (363)

	  Strike
  (310)

	  Pay settlements
  (295)

	  Low pay/minimum wages
  (285)

	  COVID-19
  (276)

	  Electricity
  (259)

	  Environment/Climate Change
  (240)

	  Tax justice
  (239)

	  Trade
  (235)

	  Staffing levels
  (199)

	  Digitalisation
  (180)

	  Privatisation
  (167)

	  Waste
  (158)

	  Precarious employment
  (154)

	  Early Childhood Education and Care
  (134)

	  Pensions/retirement
  (116)

	  Migration
  (113)

	  Quality employment
  (106)

	  Gas
  (94)

	  Transparency & Corruption
  (91)

	  Outsourcing
  (87)

	  Remunicipalisation
  (83)

	  Work-life balance
  (80)

	  Recruitment & organising
  (77)

	  Procurement
  (75)

	  Training/life-long learning
  (69)

	  Information & consultation
  (66)

	  Gender pay gap
  (53)

	  PPPs
  (49)

	  Restructuring
  (35)

	  Corporate Social Responsibility
  (27)

	  Culture
  (18)

	  Demographic change
  (16)

	  South East European Energy Community
  (16)



  Facet Policies


  

  
      Sectors

    
      
      	  Utilities
  (160)

	  Executive Committee
  (13)

	  Local and Regional Government
  (12)

	  Health and Social Services
  (7)

	  National and European Administration
  (1)



  Facet Sectors


  

  
      Networks

    
      
      	  Public Services
  (21)

	  Firefighters
  (15)

	  Youth
  (7)

	  Women & Gender Equality
  (2)

	  EWCs
  (1)



  Facet Networks


  

  
      Document types

    
      
      	  Papers and publications
  (101)

	  Report
  (89)

	  Position paper
  (46)

	  Statement
  (45)

	  Joint Statement
  (44)

	  Press Release
  (9)

	  Constituency
  (3)

	  Publication
  (3)

	  Resolution
  (2)

	  Briefing
  (1)

	  Congress Briefing
  (1)



  Facet Document types


  

  
      Countries

    
      
      	  Sweden
  (3)

	  U.K.
  (3)

	  Norway
  (2)

	  Poland
  (2)

	  Slovenia
  (2)

	  Spain
  (2)

	  Ukraine
  (2)

	  Bosnia and Herzegovina
  (1)

	  Croatia
  (1)

	  Czech Republic
  (1)

	  France
  (1)

	  Hungary
  (1)

	  Italy
  (1)

	  Kazakhstan
  (1)

	  Kosovo
  (1)

	  Kyrgyzstan
  (1)

	  Moldova
  (1)

	  Montenegro
  (1)

	  North Macedonia
  (1)

	  Serbia
  (1)

	  Slovak Republic
  (1)

	  Tajikistan
  (1)

	  USA
  (1)

	  Uzbekistan
  (1)



  Facet Country


  


            

        
    




    
                        
  Policies

  

        

                


                
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    Solidarity
                                                                    
	
                                    Environment/Climate Change
                                                                    
	
                                    Health
                                                                    
	
                                    Recruitment & organising
                                                                    


                    
                    
                        
                            	
	
	


                            All Policies
                            All Policies
                        

                    

                

            

        
    

  


        
            
                
                    
                    
  
    
      
    	
                Central government
            
	
                Collective Bargaining
            
	
                Company policy and EWCs
            
	
                Corporate Social Responsibility
            
	
                COVID-19
            
	
                Culture
            
	
                Demographic change
            
	
                Digitalisation
            
	
                Early Childhood Education and Care
            
	
                Economic Policy
            
	
                Electricity
            
	
                Energy
            
	
                Environment/Climate Change
            
	
                Equality
            
	
                Gas
            
	
                Gender pay gap
            
	
                Health
            
	
                Health and Safety
            
	
                Information & consultation
            
	
                Local government
            
	
                Low pay/minimum wages
            
	
                Migration
            
	
                Outsourcing
            
	
                Pay settlements
            
	
                Pensions/retirement
            
	
                PPPs
            
	
                Precarious employment
            
	
                Privatisation
            
	
                Procurement
            
	
                Quality employment
            
	
                Recruitment & organising
            
	
                Remunicipalisation
            
	
                Restructuring
            
	
                Social Dialogue
            
	
                Social Services
            
	
                Solidarity
            
	
                South East European Energy Community
            
	
                Staffing levels
            
	
                Strike
            
	
                Tax justice
            
	
                Trade
            
	
                Training/life-long learning
            
	
                Transparency & Corruption
            
	
                Union Rights
            
	
                Waste
            
	
                Water
            
	
                Work-life balance
            
	
                Working Time
            



  


                

            

        
    





        
                        
  About Us

  

        

                
            About Us

            	
                        Who are we
                                            
	
                        Executive
                                            
	
                        Elected Positions
                                            
	
                        Staff
                                            
	
                        Affiliated Unions Directory
                                            
	
                        Congress
                                            
	
                        Members list
                                            
	
                        Job opportunities
                                            
	
                        Papers and publications
                                            
	
                        Meeting document
                                            
	
                        Minutes
                                            
	
                        EPSU Data Privacy Policy
                                            


        
    



  


        
            Events to come

            All events
                
  
    
      
  

  
    
      
      
      	
    
                                    Apr
        07
    

    
        
        
            7th of April Demonstration and 8th of April Conference

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    7th of April Demonstration and 8th of April Conference


	
    
                                    Apr
        08
    

    
        
        
            Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for Local and Regional Government, Working Group Meeting 1 / 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for Local and Regional Government, Working Group Meeting 1 / 2024


	
    
                                    Apr
        29
    

    
        
        
            TPVH 3rd Negotiations meeting, 29 April 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    TPVH 3rd Negotiations meeting, 29 April 2024




    

  
          




  



        
    



    
    
        
            Contact details

            	Rue Joseph II, 40, Box 5
	1000 Brussels (Belgium)
	Tel : +32.22501080
	Fax : +32.22501099
	[email protected]
	EU Transparency Register number: 04902121531-04


        
      
        Stay up to date

        
  
  

    
    
    





            
        
    
    
                                
        

        EPSU
      


        

        Collective Bargaining
      




        
    






      Email
        

        


  







  
      Leave this field blank
        

        





  




      
        
      
          Copyright © EPSU 2024
 by Tilt Factory

      

             
    	
            
                
        
	
            
                
                
                
            
        
	
            
                
                    
                
                
            
	
            
                
                
	
            
            
        
	
        

          

        
      
	
        
          
        
      





    




  


    
    


































  