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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            EPSU Standing Committee on Health and Social Services discusses  labour shortages, demonstrations in Brussels, organizing and climate change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After a review of the alarming situation of trade unions in Turkey one year after the earthquake, the 60th Standing Committee discussed strategies to address staff shortages, greening healthcare sector, and its priorities for this year.
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            New ETUI publication -  Beyond economic growth:  The role of trade unions in the transition to well-being

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A further contribution to the ‘beyond growth’ or ‘post-growth’ debates, the recent ETUI working paper sets out the case against the pursuit of undifferentiated economic growth and advocates substantial changes to European economies.
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            EPSU joins major European project on health workers’ skills

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ensuring training provision for health workers meets current and future demands is a major issue and EPSU is pleased to be involved with a new European Union-funded project that will attempt to address this challenge.
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            EPSU and PSI policy staff meet to discuss priorities and the year ahead

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We met to consider the major issues for 2021 and coordinate our work.
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            EPSU Congress : Programme of Action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This programme of action highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes
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            Courageous and immediate policy action needed to reduce health impacts of climate change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New research published in "The Lancet" ahead of the COP24 shows that emissions, climate change and rising temperatures are already exposing people around the globe to unacceptably high health risks.
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            EPSU feature on adaptation to climate change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The heatwaves and droughts, storms and flooding that have hit Europe and other parts of the world this summer have left no doubt about the devastating consequences of extreme weather events linked to climate change.
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