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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            First ever meeting of EPSU in Uzbekistan – Central Asian constituency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The last physical meeting was in Astana, 10 March 2020, just before the pandemic lockdown. Much has happened since.
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            EPSU backs Right2Cure campaign – no to profits from the pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            All people across the world need the chance to get vaccinated against COVID-19 if we are to leave the pandemic behind us.
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            Fair Minimum Wage on the agenda of the ETUC Executive Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Close to 200 European trade union leaders joined in an online discussion and agreed several policies.
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            ETUC Executive Committee demands European Council to adopt ambitious recovery plan – action day 18 June

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European economy has been severely impacted as a consequence of the measures to contain the spread of the pandemic.
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            2019 - 5-6 November - Documents adopted by the Executive Committee
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            EPSU President and Vice-Presidents prepare Executive Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As hundred thousands of students and workers joined climate protests in Europe and across the world in the start of a week of climate action, the EPSU leadership expressed its support.
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            EPSU Congress : Programme of Action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This programme of action highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes
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            EPSU Executive Committee – supports Climate strike, discusses Congress, EP elections and recent EU policy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Several unions are supporting the #youthforclimate actions which are taking place across Europe. The urgency is felt and far more needs to be done to prevent global warming spiraling out of control.
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            Europe’s public service unions support Youth for Climate Action 15 March – People and Planet over Profits

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With a unanimous decision leaders of Europe’s Public Service Unions express support for the school children and students.
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            Enlarged Steering Committee ETUC: European action, support for climate action students, and Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The ETUC Executive Committee agreed to organize a European action in Brussels on 26 April.
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            ETUC Executive Committee criticizes Fiscal Compact. Where is the Pillar of Social Rights ?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission published a range of proposals for reform of the Economic and Monetary Union, 6 December.
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            A new Europe for people, planet and prosperity for all

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A large group of European organisations sent a message to Europe’s government leaders meeting in the European Council 16 September. We expect that they develop a vision for Europe that inspires.
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