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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            World Health Day 2024: from applause to action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2024, health and social care workers represented by EPSU call for urgent action to address staff shortages, ensure public finance (not austerity) and strengthen the health and social care sector in Europe.
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            Quality public services are essential to achieving EU decarbonisation targets

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has published its position on the Commission’s new 2040 climate targets.
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            EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care Network discuss need for improved dialogue and the establishment of European Works Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 26 March EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) network members met for the first time in 2024 and welcomed 5 new members to the network.
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            Commission action plan on labour and skills shortages lacks ambition 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 21st, the European Commission unveiled its action plan aimed at confronting the pressing issue of labour and skills shortages across the European Union.
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            How can the EU tackle the staffing crisis in health and social care?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New EPSU paper explores how EU OSH competencies can address staff shortages in health and social care.
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            Switzerland: union warns against impact of new health financing system

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The vpod/ssp public services has launched a campaign and petition – “Nein zu EFAs” – to try to block changes to the healthcare financing system in Switzerland that will have seriously negative consequences for staff and patients.
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            EPSU Statement for World Social Workers Day 2024

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As we celebrate World Social Workers Day on 19 March, we honour the immense, often over-looked contributions of social workers in our society.
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             Towards a just transition: 60th EPSU Utilities standing committee 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The committee discussed, amongst others, strategies to address the energy crisis, related green and social challenges and EU climate target for 2040.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Energy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Gas

                            Social Dialogue

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 13, 2024
        
                    
                    
        
                            2024 March EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.6

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Health union looks to shorter full-time hours to tackle overwork
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            A new report from the Swedish Association of Health Professionals (SAHP) shows that more than four out of 10 young people up to the age of 29 do not believe that they will stay in healthcare for the rest of their working lives. One in five young people testify that the workload is so high with inadequate rest and recovery that it cannot be managed. The union argues that if young people leave the health care system, the existing staffing shortages will worsen. The report shows that more than half of young people feel that staffing is rarely or never sufficient and 85% believe that the workload
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            Health union calls for end to recruitment freeze
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            The INMO nurses’ and midwives’ union has called on the Health Service Executive (HSE) to end the moratorium on recruiting frontline patient-facing staff. The HSE has revealed that emergency department attendances are up 13% compared to the same period in 2023 and 452 patients were admitted to hospital without a bed on a single day earlier this month. INMO warns that its members are bearing the brunt of public disappointment and in some cases aggression for the state of the health service while working in extremely challenging environments. The union says that staff who are leaving because of
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            Labour shortages: Social Partners jointly respond to the European Commission Consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU: An Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a coordinated action, EPSU joined with Social Partners in Health and Social Services to responded to the European Commission consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU Action Plan.
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            EPSU Standing Committee on Health and Social Services discusses  labour shortages, demonstrations in Brussels, organizing and climate change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After a review of the alarming situation of trade unions in Turkey one year after the earthquake, the 60th Standing Committee discussed strategies to address staff shortages, greening healthcare sector, and its priorities for this year.
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group discuss labour shortages, legislative developments and European Work Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 27 February 48 participants gathered in Brussels for the Social Services Working Group to discuss, among other things, European Works Councils in the care sector, staffing levels and digital care platforms.
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            Strike action delivers another agreement on staffing and workloads
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di trade union continues to negotiate with employers in the private and non-profit health sector to tackle staff shortages. The latest success comes after 19 days of strike action at the Jewish Hospital in Berlin where staffing levels will be stipulated across most areas of operation and employees will get compensation in the form of additional days off if the hospital fails to abide by the agreement. If workers are in stressful situations because of staff shortages they accumulate points which can mount up to be taken as time off. The agreement will apply from December 2024. Public
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            Union highlights jobs and pay challenges in tackling energy transition
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  Slovenia


        

                
                
        
                            The SDE energy trade union has raised concerns about the capacity of the energy sector to cope with the green transition. The union highlights slow wage growth in the sector, which is adding to the major challenges in recruiting new staff and the lengthy training required to ensure they have the specific skills needed. The SDE is also worried that existing staff are leaving the energy sector and seeking employment in better-paid positions in other industries. The union points out that a lack of skilled staff will make it difficult to successfully upgrade energy facilities. It has also raised
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