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            EU Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence passes council vote

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Despite last minute push back from a number of EU Member States, the EU Council today finally voted in favour of the new EU Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence (CSDDD).
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Company policy and EWCs

                            Corporate Social Responsibility

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 14, 2024
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: EPSU Works Council network meeting 6 March 2024, Brussels]




    
    
        
            Due diligence, restructuring and the revision of the EWC Directive discussed at EPSU EWC and company policy meeting

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EWCs and Company policy network met on the 6th of March 2024 to discuss ongoing EWCs negotiations, best practices, and updates on EWC and company policy legislation.
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            Improvements to European Works Councils under new draft directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has unveiled its proposal to amend the directive governing European Works Councils (EWCs), which represent the voice of employees in multinational corporations.
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            Commission proposal for a revision of the EWC Directive: EPSU expectations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After a delay, the European Commission is expected to publish its proposal for a revision of the European Works Council Directive tomorrow, 24 January.
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            Tripartite negotiations deliver major boost for public sector pay
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  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            Public sector unions have welcomed the outcome of negotiations with the employers and government which have delivered a package of pay-related measures backed with DKK 6.8 billion (€910 million) of funding. A number of different groups of workers across the public sector will benefit, particularly those affected by major staff shortages. Around DKK 1.3 billion (€170 million) will go into health and elder care, for example. The package will have a wider impact than anticipated as, in addition to the higher pay for occupations like nurses, care workers, social educators and prison staff, a much
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            Clariane (formerly Korian) reaffirms its commitment to work with European Work Council and trade unions in the period of restructuring

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            During the plenary meeting of the European Society Works Council (ESWC) on the 23 November with the participation of a EPSU representative the council together with the Group Management Board issued a joint statement.
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            How can European Works Councils help organise workers in multinational health and care companies?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The demand for care provision is growing due to population aging and, as such, the number of private multinational companies operating in the health and social care (HSS) sector has also grown.
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            Federation calls for action to prevent assaults on prison staff 
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  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            The FSC-CCOO trade union federation has attacked prison service management for the long-term failure to address the growing problem of violence against staff which has risen to historic highs. The union argues that the only measure taken in recent years was an action protocol that provides a response to attacks once they’ve happened but with no serious attempt to prevent violence in the first place. The FSC-CCOO cites the latest official statistics for the year 2022, which show that acts of physical aggression per thousand prisoners increased by 19% compared to 2021 and by over 110% since 2010
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            Kick-off meeting in Veolia for a new transnational agreement on diversity and inclusion

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 29 June 2023, the special negotiating body led by EPSU met for a first kick-off meeting in the Veolia campus outside Paris to launch the discussions on a transnational agreement on diversity and inclusion.
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            Korian: negotiations to begin for a new Social Dialogue Ethics Charter

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Building on the successful experience of the 1st European works council of Korian, the Korian Group has decided, with the support of the EPSU, to launch with the works council a negotiation on social dialogue within the Group.
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            Commission analyses reveal gaps in working time protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Commission reports on the Working Time Directive, published on 15 March, reveal that Member States’ legislation is generally compliant, but that some problems remain in ensuring that the legislation is having full effect, particularly across all public services.
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            Adoption of EP report on EWCs: Good news for millions of workers in transnational companies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Trade Union Federations, EFBWW, EFFAT, EPSU, ETF, industriAll and Uni Europa, jointly welcome the adoption by the European Parliament of the own-initiative legislative report on the revision of the European Works Council Directive.
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            New Korian agreement comes into force

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In November, the multinational care provider became a European Company (SE), and as such, formally established its new works council (CE SE).
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            Union expresses concern over government funding plans for prisons
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union is warning that government funding plans for prison services will have a major negative impact on staff and inmates. A recent report by consultants PwC says that an additional €398 million is needed to adequately finance services over the next 10 years. In response the government says it does not want to invest more than €170 million and so is effectively proposing a cut of €200 million. The FNV argues that the government approach will have serious implications for work pressure and safety. The union says that there have been staff shortages and high workloads for years
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            Police and prison staff protest at labour ministry
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  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            The Publisind trade union federation organised a protest rally on 17 August outside the Ministry of Labour to highlight a range of issues relating to the pay and pensions of its members in prisons and police services. The union is angry that a key law on salaries has not been fully implemented and is calling for a 15% pay rise for prison and police staff. The union points out that its members were essential to the efforts to tackle the COVID pandemic with many staff working very long hours to try to maintain services in the face of staff shortages of around 25%.
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