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      Bringing services back in-house
EPSU has consistently argued in favour of direct provision of public services to guarantee the quality of services and the quality of employment for workers delivering those services. Under the heading of remunicipalisation EPSU supports and promotes any initiatives to bring services back in-house where they have been privatised along with moves to have new services run by municipalities and other public authorities. EPSU is part of a network, coordinated by the Transnational Institute that has published research highlighting recent trends in remunicipalisation and insourcing.
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                            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 &amp; 18 March 2024 14 March 15h00-17h00 CET - Outline 1 - Introduction and context of the project and
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            National strike to hit ENEL energy company on 8 March
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU and PSI have sent solidarity greetings to the three union federations – Filctem-Cgil, Flaei- Cisl and Uiltec – in their dispute with the ENEL energy company. The three unions are planning national strike action on 8 March and began a month-long period of industrial action affecting overtime, travel and changes to working hours on 24 February. The unions are angry about the company’s unilateral plans to change working hours arrangements, to outsource operations on the electricity grid, and its refusal to renew the remote work agreement. The three federations argue that the measures will



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Jan. 25, 2024
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: CE logo]




    
    
        
            2024 - 25 January

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            6th meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 25 January 2024
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            INQPS project – insourcing, remunicipalisation and quality public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In April 2023 EPSU and PSI, the European and global trade union federations representing public service workers, launched the INQPS project aimed at developing an online course on insourcing/remunicipalisation –
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            Successful pan-European Conference of Local and Regional Government

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU LRG European Conference brought together over 40 delegates and speakers from across Europe to discuss remunicipalisation of public services, focusing on the climate crisis, gender equality and democratic ownership.
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            Greek water workers and water movement achieve success as water companies return to state control

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major success of 12 years campaigning of Greek water workers and the broader water and social movement as it was announced that the government will take back control of Athens and Thessaloniki Water companies.
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            Coordinating research to strengthen public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the eve of Public Service Day, EPSU hosted an exchange with 15 researchers and representatives of research and campaigning organisations from across Europe.
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            Ambulance, council and water workers back industrial action
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            In three separate disputes, members of the Fórsa and SIPTU trade unions have voted in favour of industrial action. In the ambulance service, SIPTU members voted with a 95% majority to back industrial action following the refusal of management to implement a restructuring plan that had been negotiated with and was fully supported by the union. Meanwhile, SIPTU members in the water sector will take strike action on 7 June unless there is a guarantee that their local authority pay and conditions will be protected when they transfer to a new employer, Uisce Éireann, a new standalone public utility
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            Call for Tender

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Tender Specifications for creating the content and format of an online course focusing on the impact on workers and services of insourcing public services.
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            Call for tenders - online training on insourcing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today EPSU and its sister global organisation, PSI, launch a call for tenders to provide an online training course on insourcing for their affiliates.
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            Norwegian and Polish shop stewards: common experience of taking services back into public hands

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Poor treatment of employees, outdated equipment and low quality of services – outsourcing and privatisation of municipal services has similar negative effects whether it takes place in Poland or Norway.
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            Unions in public finance take action over restructuring
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions representing workers in the public finance directorate (DGFiP) will be taking strike action on 10 May in protest at the continuing restructuring of the organisation and to defend workers’ rights and working conditions. The unions say that 30000 jobs have been cut since 2008 and a long-running process of restructuring has been carried out with digitalisation a key driver. They want a hold on restructuring and relocation and are concerned that the digital transformation and other changes are having a negative impact not just on the workforce but also on the quality of service. The
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            Health and social care: union defends works council but faces fight over dismissals
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            Services union ver.di has successfully fought off attempts by the Nord Residenz care company to shut down the works council. On 27 April, the regional labour court in Bremen in North West Germany ruled against the company’s attempts to dismiss the works council chair and her deputy, expel them from the works council and dissolve the works council itself. Nord Residenz is owned by the French multinational Orpea. Ver.di welcomed the many messages of solidarity support from trade unions across Europe and interventions by the state government and mayor of Bremen. Meanwhile, the union faces a major
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            Outsourcing: the gap in workers' protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Outsourcing and privatisation have taken their toll on workers’ pay and conditions over many years and as a new study highlights the European legislation that is meant to protect workers is not up to the job.
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            Unions face up to care home restructuring
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  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The impact of the pandemic has led to restructuring of some care homes in the Brussels region where employers are arguing that declining occupation rates and costs of anti-COVID measures are making some homes unviable. The Armonea (Colisée) group has announced plans to close one facility (Sebrechts) with the loss of 108 jobs while unions at the Senior Living Group, part of the Korian multinational, are looking at ways to avoid compulsory redundancies with a range of measures. The unions at the Sebrecht care home have issued a strike notice and there is determination to fight what is seen as a
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