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      Austerity measures, workers' information and consultation rights, access to and quality of administrations, trust in governments, quality and diversity, well-being at work are key concerns that guide EPSU’s work in national and European administration. As representatives of workers in this sector, EPSU works hard to address these core issues through social dialogue with employers at national and European level. We are active on behalf of prison service staff, tax collectors, embassy staff, labour inspectors and many more.


EPSU is the recognized and most representative European social partner in central governments that employ more than 9 million workers and civil servants. in central government administrations. More can be read about the structure and background of the Social Dialogue Committee here. In October 2023 the NEA Standing Committee elected Karin Brunzell, ST Sweden, and Alain Parisot, UNSA France, as co-chairs of the Committee, and Federico Trastulli, UILPA Italy, as vice-chair. Nadja Salson is the EPSU Policy Officer responsible for the sector.


EPSU’s work in this sector has led a number of campaigns, most notably on tax justice and transparency. Our NEA work also incorporates advocacy and training for workers on the frontline of refugee and migrant reception services.
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            Fighting covid19 in prisons and detention centres in Europe: Protected prison workers – protected inmates

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Based primarily on reports provided by the EPSU prison services network, EPSU has put together an update on COVID-19 in Europe’s prisons and other detention centres, as well as five policy recommendations to protect prison workers and those under their care.
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            Hungary: EPSU backs culture workers in protest against ending public service status

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has today sent a letter to Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Minister for Human Resources, Miklós Kásler, to protest over government plans to change the legal status of culture workers – those working in museums, libraries, archives and public cultural institutes.
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            Coalition to Make Whistleblowing Safe During Covid-19

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, more than 40 NGOs and trade unions including EPSU, ETUC, Eurocadres, EFJ and Euromil have issued a joint statement calling upon on public authorities to protect citizens and workers who report or expose abuses
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                            Many thanks to the EPSU affiliates who have been providing updates on the situation in their country. Below are the summary reports we have received so far. Many other affiliates
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            COVID-19 – keeping informed

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            There is a number of websites that provide useful information and guidance on responses to the COVID-19 coronavirus. These include the World Health Organisation (WHO), European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and various web pages of the European Commission. Below we provide links to the most relevant sections.
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            Fighting COVID-19 in prisons and detention centres in Europe 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Call for exchange of information on government measures and trade union responses.
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            EU social partners in central governments agreed a joint  contribution to the Commission consultation on fair minimum wages

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EU social partners in central/federal governments, representing some 8 million employees, have agreed a joint contribution to the Commission’s first phase consultation.
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            Outcomes of EC-funded social dialogue project on digitalisation and work/life balance 2018-2019

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Social Dialogue Committee for central/federal governments approved the checklist of dos and don’ts on digitalisation and work/life balance, the key outcome of a two-year EC funded project.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Central government

                            Digitalisation

                            Social Dialogue

                            Work-life balance

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jan. 16, 2020
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Court Case EPSU vs EC Information and Consultation]




    
    
        
            EPSU appeals the judgement of the EU General Court 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s Executive Committee decided to appeal the decision of the EU General Court of 24 October last.
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            Central government social partners meet in Brussels

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 19th November, the Social Dialogue Committee for central and federal government administration -SDC CGA- met in Brussels to discuss the implications of the recent EPSU Vs European Commission court ruling, and to formally adopt a new joint checklist of dos and don’ts on digitalisation and work-life balance, amongst other things.
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            Highly disappointing EU Court ruling

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the EU General Court released ruling in the EPSU Vs European Commission case regarding information and consultation rights of workers in governments.
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            New Presidential team and work programme for the National and European Administration Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 15 October, EPSU held its biannual NEA Standing Committee which brought together 35 trade union representatives from 20 European countries and various EU institutions.
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            EPSU Congress : Programme of Action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This programme of action highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes
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            Public and Private Sector efficiency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major review of hundreds of academic studies reveals that there is no empirical evidence that the private sector is intrinsically more efficient than the public sector
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            Analysis finds Commission study hinting at further push on privatisation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Research on public assets published by the European Commission fails to capture realistically their role in society and the economy according to a briefing produced for EPSU.
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