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      Austerity measures, workers' information and consultation rights, access to and quality of administrations, trust in governments, quality and diversity, well-being at work are key concerns that guide EPSU’s work in national and European administration. As representatives of workers in this sector, EPSU works hard to address these core issues through social dialogue with employers at national and European level. We are active on behalf of prison service staff, tax collectors, embassy staff, labour inspectors and many more.


EPSU is the recognized and most representative European social partner in central governments that employ more than 9 million workers and civil servants. in central government administrations. More can be read about the structure and background of the Social Dialogue Committee here. In October 2023 the NEA Standing Committee elected Karin Brunzell, ST Sweden, and Alain Parisot, UNSA France, as co-chairs of the Committee, and Federico Trastulli, UILPA Italy, as vice-chair. Nadja Salson is the EPSU Policy Officer responsible for the sector.


EPSU’s work in this sector has led a number of campaigns, most notably on tax justice and transparency. Our NEA work also incorporates advocacy and training for workers on the frontline of refugee and migrant reception services.
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            Commission analyses reveal gaps in working time protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Commission reports on the Working Time Directive, published on 15 March, reveal that Member States’ legislation is generally compliant, but that some problems remain in ensuring that the legislation is having full effect, particularly across all public services.
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            Union challenges bank’s inflation analysis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU affiliate, IPSO, the main trade union at the European Central Bank (ECB), has challenged the institution’s approach to inflation both in relation to its own employees and the wider economy.
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            First meeting of the year for the EU social partners for central governments: whistleblowers’ protection, digitalisation, violence and harassment on the agenda

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At their meeting on 8 February, the EU social partners, EUPAE and TUNED, finalized and adopted a statement calling for an effective transposition of the EU directive on whistleblowers’ protection in central or federal governments
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            Violence and harassment at work from third parties is a social dialogue matter

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Incidences of third-party violence at work not only continue to remain high but are also on the increase across Europe, particularly in prison services, hospitals and local public transport sector.
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             EPSU: gender-based violence is a labour issue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, EPSU called for gender-based violence to be recognised an issue that impacts labour rights as much as human rights.
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            Gaming global taxes: new report exposes Microsoft’s web of tax avoidance

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report finds that Microsoft uses a global network of subsidiaries to avoid paying taxes.
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            EU Social Partners signed new agreement on digitalisation for central government

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Thursday, 6 October the EU social partners for central governments, TUNED for the trade union side and EUPAE for the employers, signed a new agreement on digitalisation with the participation of the European Commission.
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            Outsourcing is ‘hollowing out’ public administrations: new EPSU report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press release (embargoed until 5pm) Accenture, McKinsey, PwC, EY... we're becoming increasingly reliant on consultancies.
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            Federations agree next steps on trade union rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Meeting in Skopje in North Macedonia on 22 September, public service trade unions from across Europe agreed to continue to work together to defend and strengthen trade union rights for employees, civil servants and all uniformed staff, from firefighters and health workers to police and military personnel.
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                            Defending and strengthening trade union rights in public services - Final Conference in the project, 22 September 2022
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            EU Social Partners adopt agreement on digitalisation for central and federal government

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Friday, 17 June, the EU social partners for central governments – TUNED led by EPSU for the trade union side and European Public and EUPAE for the employers - reached a landmark agreement on digitalisation.
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            Trade Union rights project - Defending and strengthening trade union rights across the public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Many of our members face restrictions on the right to organise, negotiate and take strike action. In some countries the limitations or complete bans impact particularly on uniformed staff –
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            Essential workers denied essential trade union rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, EUROMIL and EuroCOP join forces to defend trade union rights to the Council of Europe
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            Workers across Europe gather for Public Service Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and its affiliates came together to mark UN Public Service Day on Thursday, 23 June 2022.
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