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            EPSU Executive Committee solidarity statement in support of waste sector strike in Italy on 13 December 2021

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Update) The strike of the waste workers was cancelled.
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            Waste sector unions to take further action
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            Following their massively supported national strike on 8 November, union federations in the waste sector are taking another day of action on 13 December. The unions have been calling for the renewal of the sector agreement which expired 29 months ago and to ensure it covers the whole of the sector. Employers are, however, are looking to undermine collective bargaining and trade union rights. They haven’t made any offer to increase pay or to compensate workers for the period since the expiry of the last agreement. Unions are calling for investment in the sector and the sectors’ workers and will
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            Unions celebrate massive turnout for waste sector strike
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The Fp-Cgil, Fit-Cisl, Uiltrasporti and Fiadel trade union federations report very high levels of support for the national strike action in the waste sector on 8 November. They estimate overall that 90% of workers joined the strike with 100% coverage in some areas. The trade unions are determined to retain and renew the sector agreement and to incorporate a range of improvements. They want to ensure the agreement covers the whole sector including recycling plants and they are calling for action on safety, training, job classification and to ensure real increases in pay and other benefits.
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            Waste and cleansing workers take action 
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                            Waste and cleansing workers in Sheffield in North East England and Glasgow in Scotland have been involved in industrial action over pay. The dispute in Sheffield is over a below-inflation pay offer from the contractor Veolia and the GMB trade union has called all-out action in response to the employer’s use of agency staff to try to undermine the action. The strike in Glasgow was also over pay and the attempt by the council to use the courts to block the action. It was supported by other workers and activists attending the COP26 climate conference. Industrial action by the UNISON public
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            EPSU expresses its solidarity with the Italian waste workers on strike

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Italian waste workers will strike against proposals of the employers to force more flexibility and precarious conditions on them on 8 November.
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            Federations plan for national strike in waste services
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The federations that organise workers in waste and environmental services – Fp-Cgil, Fit-Cisl, Uiltrasporti and Fiadel – have called for a national strike on 8 November. The unions are mobilising hard to maximise turnout and ensure the key messages of the dispute are fully understood. They are facing up to employers who are pushing to unilaterally worsen employment conditions for all workers with a view to cut labour costs and eliminate the unions. The unions are determined to resist precarious working conditions and calls to decentralise bargaining and so fragment the main sector agreement. A
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            Social partners discuss circular economy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The circular economy is a key part of the European Green deal. It can have a disruptive impact on workers in sectors of the economy.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Social Dialogue

                            Waste

                            Water

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Sep. 28, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Logo stop Asbestos deaths]




    
    
        
            EMPL Committee of the European Parliament votes to limit the Occupational Exposure Limit (OEL)

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            WE MADE IT! On Monday morning the EMPL Committee of the European Parliament has voted to limit the Occupational Exposure Limit (OEL) which determines the number of asbestos fibres per m3 air allowed in workplaces without dedicated protection measures.
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            European workers demand Parliament to Stop Asbestos Death

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            An estimated 3.17 million people have died in the last 40 years in EU 28 as a consequence of inhaling asbestos fibres.
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            Unions set to mobilise in waste sector 
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The four main unions in the waste sector - Fp Cgil, Fit Cisl, Uiltrasporti and Fiadel – will be consulting with their activists on 16 September in the lead up to the next sector negotiations due on 20 September. The unions will discuss mobilisation across the sector if the employers fail to respond to the unions’ key demands for the renewal of the collective agreement that expired 26 months ago. The unions are looking for a number of key improvements including extension of the sector agreement to cover recycling plants, strengthening of the industrial relations system, better health and safety
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            Action by waste workers secures better pay and conditions
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  Georgia


        

                
                
        
                            After two days of rallies and protests by waste workers, Tbilisi city council agreed to increase the salaries of employees of the Tbilservice waste management company from January 2022 and to solve a range of other issues by the end of August. The trade union of services, banks and utilities negotiated a number of measures relating to the inviolability of the protesters; cancellation of planned changes to work schedules; granting of employee insurance from 1 January 2022; additional paid leave to 24 working days; update of special clothes provision; and upgrading of vehicles.
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            Municipal service companies pose different challenges for unions
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  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The SINTAP public service trade union has negotiated a new collective agreement with the Inova company that provides waste, water and other municipal services in Cantanhede in the Coimbra district. The union highlights in particular the progressive reduction of working hours in 2022 and 2023 to 35 a week; changes to the timing of night work; additional holiday entitlement – an extra day for each 10 years of service and general increase in annual leave to 25 by 2023. There will also be increases to meal and other allowances as well as higher pay. In contrast, the STAL local government union
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            Unions denounce waste company’s pay and bargaining policies
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  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The STAL municipal union has joined with the FIEQUMETAL industrial union in a series of public “tribunals” to denounce the EGF/Mota&Engil waste and construction company. The unions’ aim is to expose the poverty wages paid by the company and its failure to enter into a proper process of collective bargaining. The joint action started in Coimbra in central Portugal on 12 July, moving on to Guimarães in the north of the country on 20 July with further events planned for 26 July and 2 August. The two unions argue that the company is denying them the right to collective bargaining while maintaining
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            Unions mobilise over outsourcing and the recovery
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions in the electricity and waste sectors reported very high levels of support for their industrial action and protests on 30 June. The unions want article 177 of the procurement code to be deleted as they argue that it requires widespread outsourcing across their sectors, posing a major threat to jobs and working conditions. They say that if the article is not deleted there will be increasing fragmentation of these industries and it will undermine initiatives towards a circular economy and low carbon energy sector. Meanwhile, the three main confederations have also been mobilising to
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