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            EPSU supports global campaign to ban biometric surveillance 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has joined a coalition of human rights’, digital rights’ and other organisations that are concerned about the use of facial recognition and remote biometric recognition technologies.
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            24-hour strike over labour law changes
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  Greece


        

                
                
        
                            The GSEE and ADEDY private and public sector trade union confederations organised a 24-hour general strike on 10 June in protest at draft legislation on labour law changes. The confederations are particularly concerned that the new law will allow individual worker contracts that will undermine the eight-hour day and increase overtime. They are also protesting over further attacks on the right to strike and the weakening of the labour inspectorate. EPSU sent a solidarity message. Meanwhile, the OME-EYDAP water trade union has been mobilising to resist job cuts and other threats to pay and
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            Strikes in hospitals continue while arbitration imposed in local government 
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  Norway


        

                
                
        
                            The UNIO trade union confederation whose members cover workers with higher education has been pushing for higher pay deals in three negotiations – national local government, Oslo municipality and public companies represented by the employers’ organisation, Spekter. The NSF nurses’ union is one of UNIO’s members involved in the strikes and negotiations and they are calling for higher pay for nurses to tackle major staff shortages. The government has stepped in to end strikes in local government and the Oslo municipality on the grounds, rejected by the trade unions, that the actions pose a
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            Legal case delivers better protection for striking workers
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            A successful legal case backed by the UNISON public services union means that employers will no longer be able to mistreat workers who take part in union-organised workplace disputes. UK law had previously prevented employers from sacking staff, but not from disciplining or making life difficult for them. The employment appeal tribunal (EAT) case was taken by care worker Fiona Mercer against the Alternative Futures Group. She had been involved in a long-running dispute and was disciplined, suspended, and prevented from going into work by her employer. The EAT said that UK law was not compliant
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            On 25-26 May EPSU, along with the European trade union federations for police (EuroCOP) and military personnel (EUROMIL), organised a conference to launch a new project on trade union rights. The project will explore the extent to which public service trade unions face limitations or bans on their rights to organise, negotiate and take industrial action. The project will also focus on transposition of the Transparent and Predictable Working Conditions Directive which includes an article allowing governments to exclude certain groups of public service workers from parts of the directive. Over
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            Slovenia – unions protesting the lack of social dialogue and disregard of the trade unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Slovenian unions are protesting the lack of social dialogue and negotiations over major reforms that negatively impact on workers, 28 May.
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            Turkish trade unionists arrested – EPSU asks for their immediate release

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the early morning hours of 25 May, 8 trade union leaders of the Turkish Health and social service workers union SES were arrested in their homes.
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            Defending and strengthening trade union rights in public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 90 participants from more than 30 countries took part in a major conference on trade union rights on 25-26 May.
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                            Launch Conference - TU rights project - Defending and strengthening trade union rights across the public services
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            Romanian unions explore joint action with EPSU, ETF and ETUC over government attacks

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The government has proposed legislation that would weaken the unions like taxing them or taking away the check-off system.
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            European Parliament:  concerned about anti-union discrimination and adopts critical report on situation in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            There are grave concerns in the European Parliament on the backsliding on the rule of law and fundamental rights in Turkey.
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            Ground-breaking judgement against union-busting
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  Lithuania


        

                
                
        
                            The LPPSF industry trade union federation is celebrating a major legal victory with the conviction of an employer for pressurising workers to leave the trade union. This is a first for Lithuania. Many earlier attempts to bring employers to book have failed for lack of evidence. This time there was an audio recording of a manager threatening a trade union member with dismissal if she didn’t leave the union. The case involved the Transachema company where a trade union was established in 2018 and 80% of workers became members. The union began collective bargaining but a year of delays by the
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            Unions continue campaign against labour deregulation

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Ukraine


        

                
                
        
                            The FPSU trade union confederation continues to lobby and campaign against legislation being proposed by the government that will seriously undermine worker and trade union rights. The confederation organised meetings with MPs at the parliament on 29 April. Unions have repeatedly pointed out, with support from international trade union bodies, that the proposed laws conflict with International Labour Organisation conventions as well as the Ukrainian constitution. Draft law 5371, for example, will create new categories of employees and effectively deny basic rights to organise and collectively
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            Health and social care: union defends works council but faces fight over dismissals

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            Services union ver.di has successfully fought off attempts by the Nord Residenz care company to shut down the works council. On 27 April, the regional labour court in Bremen in North West Germany ruled against the company’s attempts to dismiss the works council chair and her deputy, expel them from the works council and dissolve the works council itself. Nord Residenz is owned by the French multinational Orpea. Ver.di welcomed the many messages of solidarity support from trade unions across Europe and interventions by the state government and mayor of Bremen. Meanwhile, the union faces a major
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            EPSUs’ Central European and Western Balkan Constituency of unions: vaccinations, vaccinations...

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic is causing high numbers of infections, hospitalisations and death in the countries of the constituency.
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