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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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                            Migration policies at local level  (26 February 2016) In 2015, Europe faced the biggest refugee crisis since the end of World War II. By the end of August 2015
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            Social partners in local and regional government present their activities on migration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 25 April EPSU and CEMR jointly presented to the Liaison Forum - a body which brings together social partners in all the different EU sectoral social dialogue Committees -
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            As governments across the world avoid responsibility for refugees, unions say "refugees welcome"

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With more than 60 million people fleeing war, terror and abject poverty, the world faces the biggest refugee crisis since the Second World War.
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            ETUC Executive discusses equality action plan, digitalisation, trade, atypical work, youth employment, economic governance

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s union leaders meet several times a year, where we discuss social, economic and political developments across Europe.
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            World Refugee Day: EU leaders must live up to their international obligations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (20 June 2016) On World Refugee Day, EPSU reaffirms that human beings are not tradable commodities, and that the right to safe haven is an international human right as laid
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                            European trade unions fight for workers' rights in aftermath brexit.Leaders of European Trade unions in the ETUC met UK unionists to discuss the consequences of BREXIT. The extraordinary committee adopted
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            European Court of Auditors finds irregularities in EASO and FRONTEX spending

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the European Council failed once again to agree the solidarity elements of the Migration Package at their last meeting on 11-12 October 2018, the EU’s Asylum Agency (EASO) is sinking in malfunction
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            Trade union demonstration calls for action on jobs, pay and union rights
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  Ukraine


        

                
                
        
                            On 17 October, around 20000 trade union members from both private and public sectors marched through Kyiv city centre and blocked the government quarter. The main demands of the demonstration were for investment in industry for decent jobs, raise the minimum wage to help stop emigration, not to increase utilities prices, for the state budget to allocate the equivalent of 7% of GDP to education and 5% to healthcare, to urgently pay outstanding wages to more than 100,000 workers and to stop state’s takeover of trade union property and respect trade union rights.
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            Support for Austrian affiliates and critique on Austrian Presidency over lack of progress Social Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European public service unions expressed their support and solidarity with the Austrian workers and their unions at the EPSU Executive Committee 7 November.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Migration

                            Solidarity

                            Water

                            Working Time

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 13, 2018
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: EPSU Executive committee members, November 2018, Brussels]




    
    
        
            EPSU Executive Committee – Congress, sectoral work and much more on agenda

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With Congress around the corner, it was the main item on the agenda. Members discussed the draft Programme of Action and the amendments proposed by affiliates.
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            Giving a voice to workers dealing with the reception of migrants and refugees

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU establishes a European network to bring forward a workers’ perspective in the debate on migration and counter hostile climate against migrants
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            ETUC Summer School - Shaping the European  trade union agenda for the coming years

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Equality between men and women, precarious work for young people, transitions in the labour market triggered by climate change and digitalisation: these were among the main themes debated during a ETUC Summer School on 4-5 July in Montepulciano, Italy.
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            EPSU briefing on the conclusions on migration reached at the EU Summit of 28th – 29th of June

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Once again the EU governments decided to do very little to protect vulnerable people, and to do a lot more to strengthen and outsource border control.
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