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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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            Equality, diversity and inclusion: how can local and regional governments live up to the challenge?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 500 local and regional representatives and experts from 40 different countries came to Bilbao this week to address equality, diversity and inclusion under the banner of ‘differences unite us!’
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            ETUC welcomes posted workers vote
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            The ETUC has welcomed the vote by the European Parliament to support changes to the posted workers' directive. The changes were negotiated between the Parliament, European Commission and Council and now the Directive can be used to guarantee that posted workers get the same pay rates as locally employed workers. The ETUC concedes that there was a significant compromise in the exclusion of road transport workers but identified this and the need to ensure application through the sub-contracting chain as issues to be taken up in future.
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            Health workers call for higher pay to stop emigration
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  Croatia


        

                
                
        
                            On 12 May healthworkers in Sofia and Zagreb demonstrated over poor pay and working conditions and the crisis of understaffing. 5000 nurses, medical professionals, midwives and lab technicians joined a demonstration outside the Council of Ministers in Sofia demanding a 1500 Lev (EUR 765) minimum wage for health workers as a step towards stemming the flow of health workers out of the country. In Zagreb the call was also for improved pay and working conditions and in particular the respect for collective agreements in relation to overtime pay.
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            Employers and trade unions renew commitment to ethical cross-border recruitment and retention policies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European sectoral social partners for the hospital/health care sector, EPSU and HOSPEEM, renewed their commitment to promote decent recruitment and working conditions for migrant workers, in hospitals and health care facilities.
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            Central administration workers debate the European Commission's block on the information and consultation agreement

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The main issue on the agenda of the Standing Committee on National and European Administration was the European Commission’s refusal to implement by a legislative proposal to Council the social partner agreement on Information on Consultation rights.
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            Ending child migration detention – EU and Member States to act

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Many children of migrants end up in detention centres. They are deprived of their liberty.
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            Charlottesville (Virginia, US) and Europe’s extreme-right – Trade unions against racism, fascism and Nazis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The demonstration that brought together different extreme-right groups and which openly displayed racist and neonazi symbols in Charlottesville, 12 and 13 August, was appalling.
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            Unions discuss the rise of the extreme-right in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (19 June 2017) Inequality breeds inequality was one of the main messages of researchers and trade union colleagues on explaining the rise of the extreme right in Europe. These parties

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Equality

                            Migration

                            Recruitment & organising

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jun. 16, 2017
        
    
  
    
      


  



          
    
    
        
            EPSU & HOSPEEM Meeting Bulgarian Health Minister Petrov

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Secretary General of HOSPEEM, Tjitte Alkema, and Mathias Maucher, Policy Officer "Health and Social Services", EPSU on 1 June 2017 met the Bulgarian Minister of Health, Prof. Nikolai Petrov.
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            EPSU and its affiliates strongly condemn racist practices within the Swedish care system

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Several public authorities in the North of Sweden have offered elderly people the right to refuse their caregivers on the basis of their skin colour or of their immigrant background.
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            Union network calls for better protection for migrant care workers
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  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            (March 2017 ) The vpod public services union has a special network set up four years ago campaigning for better protection for migrant care workers. The union argues that the federal government is well aware of the level of exploitation of this group of workers but has failed to take any measures to regulate this area of work. Recent press reports have highlighted the situation facing care workers and the lack of legal protection.
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            New report highlights Europe’s failings regarding asylum seekers and refugees

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today as the EU Council discusses migration, a new report on ‘the Refugee Crisis and the Greek Public Services,’ published by Greek public service union ADEDY, draws attention to some of the major difficulties which have arisen at the EU borders,
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            Support for recast posted workers directive
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            (January 2017) Last month the European Economic and Social Committee gave its backing in principle to the European Commission's proposed recast of the Posted Workers Directive. It noted in particular how the concept of "remuneration" might help ensure equal pay for equal work but on time limits suggested six rather than 24 months. The ETUC is coordinating lobbying work around the Directive which is being discussed in the European Parliament's Employment Committee with a deadline for amendments of 9 February.
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            EPSU defends undocumented migrants on International Migrants Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Press Release) ‘I am proud that many of our affiliates support, defend and organise undocumented migrants, as they fight for access to public services, such as health and education’, said EPSU General Secretary, Jan Willem Goudriaan.
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            International Migrants Day - CEMR and EPSU release guidelines on how to facilitate migrant integration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Press Release) Ahead of International Migrants Day, CEMR and EPSU present new joint guidelines on migrant integration, with a clear focus on labour market inclusion.
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