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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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            EPSU Congress : Programme of Action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This programme of action highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes
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            The EU must stop the criminalisation of solidarity with migrants and refugees - Joint Statement

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Brussels, 26 July 2019 - Joint Statement by over 100 organisations including the ETUC and EPSU: The EU must stop the criminalisation of solidarity with migrants and refugees.The criminalisation of
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            HOSPEEM-EPSU First Regional Workshop in Eastern Europe, 14 June 2019, Bucharest, Romania

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            HOSPEEM and EPSU support the capacity building of national social partners in the hospital/health care sector in Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland and Romania
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            The Power of Public Services to Redistribute Wealth, Rosa Pavanelli Speaks at EPSU Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            ‘Trade unions shouldn’t be scared to push for a new relationship between capital and labour,’ that was the message of Rosa Pavanelli, General Secretary of PSI speaking at EPSU’s congress today.
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            European elections - EPSU’s key demands for a different Europe - for People and the Planet, not for Profits

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent the Members of Parliament seeking re-election, as well as a large number of candidates our proposals for what we expect from the Commission and the European Parliament in the next mandate.
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            Statement of solidarity with Miguel and migrants - Saving lives is not a crime

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and PSI stand in solidarity with their British firefighters’ affiliate, FBU, in its protest against the prosecution of Spanish firefighter Miguel Roldán for rescuing, as a volunteer on a NGO rescue ship, thousands of people from drowning in the Mediterranean sea.
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            EPSUs demands for ECs new presidency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the eve of the elections the European federation of Public service workers has sent out letters to all spitzenkandidaten.
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            Migration - 8th Congress briefing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Arguing for a change of approach with regards to migration and changing the European Unions policies which continue to focus on tightening boarders is a major issue at the EPSU congress.
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            ETUC Congress, EP elections, climate change, trade union guidelines on artificial intelligence

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The SpitzenKandidat for the European socialists and democrats Frans Timmermans addressed the ETUC Executive Committee.
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            21 March: Stand up for Human Rights and Dignity for All

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, our global federation PSI issued a statement underlining that unions stand together in our rejection of racism and discrimination.
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            International Migrants Day - Workers and Citizens call for a welcoming Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press release - Today is International Migrant Workers Day (IWD) which marks the adoption, 28 years ago, of the United Nations Convention on the protection of the rights of all migrant workers and their families.
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            EPSU reiterates warnings against controlled centres and disembarkation platforms for migrants and asylum-seekers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ahead of the European Council on 13-14 December, EPSU urges the Council to refocus on the solidarity elements of the migration package, including a reform of the dysfunctional Dublin Rules.
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            Global unions welcome the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration; call on UN to adopt it

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            PSI has welcomed the Global Compact for Migration that was discussed at the UN Conference in Marrakesh 10 and 11 December 2018.
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            Giving a voice to workers dealing with the reception of migrants and refugees

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU establishes a European network to bring forward a workers’ perspective in the debate on migration and counter hostile climate against migrants
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            2018 - 6-7 November - Documents adopted by the Executive Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Documents adopted at the 58th meeting of the EPSU Executive Committee meeting
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