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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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            Reaffirming Migrants’ Right to Health

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International (PSI) and the European Public Service Union (EPSU) mark International Migrants Day by strongly reaffirming the right to healthcare for all migrants regardless of legal status.
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            Single Permit Directive must strengthen rights for migrant workers in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has joined seventeen other European networks and organisations representing trade unions and NGOs to call on European policymakers not to trap migrant workers in exploitation
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            World Refugee Day 2023: solidarity, hope, and inclusion in a world faced with multiple crises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International - 20 June 2023 - World Refugee Day
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            2021 - 24-25 November - Documents adopted by the Executive Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Documents adopted at the 67th meeting of the EPSU Executive Committee
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            The humanitarian crisis on the EU-Belarus border must be a wake-up call for genuine asylum policy in the EU

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In an emergency statement adopted on 25 November, the leaders of EPSU affiliates express grave concerns regarding the humanitarian crisis on the EU Polish-Belarus border
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            European unions demand digital tools to enforce mobile workers’ rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ahead of the European Social Summit (7-8 May), European unions call upon the European Commission to launch the European Social Security Pass (ESSP) and to do so next year.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Digitalisation

                            Migration

                            Precarious employment

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Apr. 12, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: paper boat onto world map with Help sign on it and barbed wire ©CanStockPhoto antonchalakov]




    
    
        
            EPSU raises concerns about the termination of employment contracts in European Asylum Support Office

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent a letter to European Commission representatives about the termination of employment contracts of 40 temporary workers at EASO operations in Italy.
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            EU Dialogue, Local Solutions: kick-off webinar of the EPSU-CEMR joint project

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Violence at work, gender inequality and the treatment of migrants regularly grab headlines.
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            European Parliament investigation into possible Frontex human rights abuses 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Tomorrow, 4th March, Frontex Executive Director, Fabrice Leggeri, will be grilled by MEPs on allegations of breaches of human rights, including irregular returns of asylum seekers.
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            ETUC Executive Committee – People’s recovery, future of Europe and condemnation of the coup in Myanmar

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s union leaders met to discuss the many developments in the EU and Europe.
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            PSI/EPSU Joint Statement - The Rights-Based Approach to Migration in 3 Phrases: Solidarity, Human Rights and Root Causes

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This year, we mark International Migrants’ Day by amplifying the call for a rights-based approach to migration, contained in 3 phrases: solidarity, human rights and root causes.
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            EPSU/FESE Joint Position Paper on Recruitment and Retention in Social Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Due to changing demographics, labour mobility and increasing family diversity, the social services sector is one of the fastest growing economic sectors in Europe.
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            20 June 2020 - World Refugee Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Statement by Public Services International and the European Federation of Public Service Unions - Refugee Protection is Integral to the Pandemic Crisis Response and Recovery
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             Overlooked: migrant workers in the COVID-19 crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Migrant workers in Europe are on the frontline of the response to the COVID-19 crisis. Now more than ever, the crucial contribution of migrant workers to support European economies, public services and fill labour shortages is crystal clear.
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            Central government social partners meet in Brussels

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 19th November, the Social Dialogue Committee for central and federal government administration -SDC CGA- met in Brussels to discuss the implications of the recent EPSU Vs European Commission court ruling, and to formally adopt a new joint checklist of dos and don’ts on digitalisation and work-life balance, amongst other things.
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