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            EPSU puts firefighters' concerns at the heart of European debate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On September 7th, 2023, EPSU met with the European Commission's Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO) to discuss the pressing need for improved coordination of joint firefighting operations.
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            Europe cuts firefighters as workloads mount: Eurostat report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New Eurostat data shows that number of firefighters has been cut in ten EU member states despite the climate crisis increasing the risk of fires, floods and other emergencies.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Health and Safety

                            Local government

                            Staffing levels

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jul. 27, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: banner firefighters extreme fires & floods]




    
    
        
            Firefighters and emergency workers responding to extreme fires and flooding

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fires are burning in Greece, Switzerland, Southern Italy, Algeria and other countries. Storms are hitting the north of Italy.
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            EPSU firefighters meeting ahead of hot summer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over forty firefighters from fourteen countries met in Stockholm on June 20th and 21st for the 2023 EPSU firefighters’ network meeting.
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            Firefighters demand action as heatwaves and droughts threaten to overwhelm Europe’s fire services 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the midst of a heatwave and droughts across Europe, firefighters from fifteen countries representing unions affiliated to the European Public Service Unions (EPSU) came together in Stockholm.
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            EPSU backs firefighters and care staff in latest industrial action 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent solidarity greetings to two affiliates who are the latest public service unions to take industrial action to tackle staffing shortages and win better pay and conditions.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Social Services

                            Solidarity

                            Staffing levels

                            Strike

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            May. 26, 2023
        
                    
                    
        
                            2023 May EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.11

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Water workers and firefighters set strike dates
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            The SIPTU trade union has announced dates for industrial action by water workers and retained (part-time) firefighters in June. Water workers currently employed by local authorities face restructuring as a new national water company is established. The dispute is over the failure of local authorities to guarantee the protection of all pay and conditions if the workers choose to remain with their local authority. The firefighters’ action is over pay and the serious staff shortages in the sector which are putting extra pressure on existing staff who often forego holidays in order to ensure cover
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                            2022 September EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.19

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            National protest by firefighters
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            Firefighters’ unions, including Fp-Cgil-Vvf and Fns-Cisl have called a national demonstration in Rome on 14 September with urgent demands on pay, staffing, equipment and safety. With services stretched to the limit to tackle the increasing number of forest fires, flood and other emergencies, the unions argue that the number of active firefighters needs to be increased from 33000 to 40000 and professional and technical staff from 2000 to 5000. They are also concerned about inadequate and out-of-date equipment which not only hampers their response to emergencies but exposes firefighters to
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            Union calls for more firefighters and better conditions
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            With forest fires and flooding posing increasing demands on the fire service, the Fp Cgil public service union has called for employee numbers to be increased to 40000. The union argues that the current complement of 35000 is inadequate with many firefighters working double shifts, longer hours and more overtime. Fp Cgil says that excessive workloads leave workers no time for training and is worried that in the next negotiations the fire service will actually push for longer hours rather than address the staffing shortage. The union says that recruitment is crucial to reduce the average age
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