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            Industrial action secures lump sum payments
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            Health workers around the country, many of them employed by private contractors and among the lowest paid, have had to resort to strike action to ensure they get a £1600+ (€1870) lump sum payment that was paid to most directly employed staff last year. Action has just paid off for members of UNISON and Unite in Dudley in the West Midlands where until recently their employer, Mitie, had refused the payment. UNISON members were also successful following their action in the South West against the contractor Sodexo and Wiltshire Health and Care, a company jointly owned by three NHS trusts. UNISON
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            Health union rejects labour code changes 
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  Czech Republic


        

                
                
        
                            Earlier this month the OSZSP health union and other trade unions met with Ministry of Labour officials to discuss proposed amendments to the labour code which have serious implications for workers in the healthcare sector. The governments wants changes in relation to shift lengths, overtime work and, of most concern, the introduction of 24-hour shifts. The OSZSP and the doctors’ union underlined the need to safeguard employee rights and criticized proposals that could undermine worker protections. They pointed out that the Czech Republic should be moving in the direction of countries like



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Apr. 09, 2024
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: FNV debate on Europe with Elmar Smid, Edwin Kuiper, Kim van Sparretak, Groningen, 8 April 2024]




    
    
        
            What is at stake for public service workers in EP elections 2024 – joining debate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Dutch union FNV organised an information session and debate with members on what is at stake for workers and public services in the 6-9 June 2024 elections for members of the European Parliament.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Economic Policy

                            Health

                            Procurement

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Apr. 08, 2024
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Public health meeting, Lisboa, 6 April 2024]




    
    
        
            EPSU standing up for public health care with unions in Portugal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With a new, conservative, government in Portugal, the unions, social movements and the Bloco Esquerda organised a meeting to discuss the future of the Portuguese national health system.
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            Staff shortages: towards a European Health Workforce Strategy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU highlights how the EU can tackle safe staffing in health and care at High-Level Conference on Health Union.
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            World Health Day 2024: from applause to action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2024, health and social care workers represented by EPSU call for urgent action to address staff shortages, ensure public finance (not austerity) and strengthen the health and social care sector in Europe.
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            Press statement: European mobilisation on 7 April

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This Sunday is World Health Day. This year is marked by the upcoming European elections. Three civil society organisations representing health and care workers, users, campaigners, NGOs and other associations will mark the day by calling for health issues to be placed at the forefront of the European agenda – a demand many citizens agree with.
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            Public sector workers back new collective agreement
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            Members of public sector unions have voted by a large majority to accept the pay agreement negotiated earlier this year. The agreement runs from 1 January 2024 to 30 June 2026 and provides for pay improvements worth 9.25% but because of flat-rate elements this rises to 17.3% for lower paid workers. This agreement also provides specific provisions for local bargaining, which will give trade unions the scope to negotiate up to an additional 3% of pay costs, inclusive of allowances, for particular grades, groups or categories of employee. The agreement also sees the full and final unwinding of
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            Official figures reveal scale of attacks on health workers
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The FP-CGIL public service federation reports that the latest official data show that there were 16000 incidents of aggression against health and social care personnel in 2023, affecting 18000 workers. The statistics were published in the 2023 report from the National Observatory on the Safety of Health and Social Care Professionals which was established in January 2022 and is made up of the Ministries of Health, Interior, Economy and Finance and Labour, other government agencies, trade unions and regional professional associations. Nurses were the most affected by incidents of aggression
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            Pressure from unions delivers in health and social care
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  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions, including Sanitas and Columna, have managed to secure pay increases for workers in health and social services. According to Sanitas, increases in the health sector vary according to occupation but range up to 26.8% with 20% in social assistance. The union has also been able to resolve discrepancies in salaries affecting a number of specific occupations. Meanwhile Columna has also been active in local government where it organised strike action on 19 March involving nearly 19000 workers as it tries to ensure that the pay increases that apply to health, education and social care
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            Health unions negotiate 10%+ pay increases
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  Estonia


        

                
                
        
                            The EAKL trade union confederation reports that health sector trade unions have negotiated pay rises of around 10% for health workers, due to be paid from 1 April. There are some variations across occupations with 10.01% for doctors; 10.03% for specialists; 10.07% for clinical psychologists; 10.09% for nurses and health care support specialists; 14.22% for specialty nurses and midwives; 9.89% for emergency technicians; 10.11% for emergency medical technicians 10.11%; and 10.14% for maintenance workers.
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            Commission action plan on labour and skills shortages lacks ambition 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 21st, the European Commission unveiled its action plan aimed at confronting the pressing issue of labour and skills shortages across the European Union.
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            A new WHO Report published on 12 March echoes EPSU recommendations on gender and care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The report, Fair share for health and care: gender and the undervaluation of health and care work details gender value gaps and demonstrates how health and care work is globally undervalued, why this is a gender equality issue, and what can be done about it.
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            European Parliament and Council reach deal on European Health Data Space

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Negotiators from the European Parliament and Council of the European Union reached a provisional deal on the European Health Data Space in the early hours of Friday, 15 March 2024.
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            How can the EU tackle the staffing crisis in health and social care?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New EPSU paper explores how EU OSH competencies can address staff shortages in health and social care.
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