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      Strikes and industrial action


The right to strike is fundamental for trade unions. Although strikes and industrial action are the weapons of last resort, it is crucial that trade unions can use them in the fight to defend workers' rights and get a fair deal from employers. The challenge for many unions, particularly those in the public sector, is that the right to strike is restricted or even completely denied. Information on the right to strike in the public sector is available in 48 country factsheets that cover the main rules and include information on cases that trade unions have taken to the International Labour Organisation and Council of Europe.
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            EPSU Executive Committee stands with UK workers' fight for fair pay 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU Executive Committee has shared it’s solidarity with workers in the United Kingdom who are participating in industrial action to demand better pay, safe staffing, and improved working conditions.
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            EPSU Executive Committee stands with French workers against pension reform

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Members of the Executive Committee, representing over eight million public service workers across Europe, sent letters to French President Emmanuel Macron outlining their solidarity with French trade unions and their concern for the protection of workers' rights and social benefits.
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            Trade union rights top agenda leadership EPSU and Verdi

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Many public service unions are involved in industrial actions including strikes across Europe.
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            EPSU Executive Committee solidarity statement in support of waste sector strike in Italy on 13 December 2021

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Update) The strike of the waste workers was cancelled.
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            Southampton Strike : social dialogue and right to strike threatened 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Dear Editor, As a European trade union organisation representing over eight million public services workers, we have been monitoring with concern the spread and impact of austerity measures across Europe.
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