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      Collective bargaining – trends and developments


Collective bargaining is a core activity of trade unions and EPSU’s affiliates negotiate with public service employers at every level. This can range from national public-sector wide bargaining to sector and local negotiations with public sector employers but also private and non-profit providers of public services. EPSU works with the European Trade Union Confederation to try to improve collective bargaining rights for all workers across Europe. We also act as a European information point so that EPSU affiliates are aware of trends in public service negotiations. EPSU’s collective bargaining newsletter provides regular updates on developments across Europe.
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            Commission action plan on labour and skills shortages lacks ambition 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 21st, the European Commission unveiled its action plan aimed at confronting the pressing issue of labour and skills shortages across the European Union.
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            Developing Collective Bargaining in the Care Sector (DEVCOBA): Partners met in Milan to kick-off new project

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            From 29 February to 1 March project partners met in Milan for the kick-off meeting of the DEVCOBA project.
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group debates social dialogue and collective bargaining

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 6 October the Social Services Working Group met in Brussels to discuss the new Social Dialogue in Social Services, early childhood education and care, and collective bargaining in eastern Europe.
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            Draft Council Recommendation on the social economy – one step forward, two steps back?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 13 Jun 2023 the Commission presented a proposal for a Council Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions {SWD(2023) 208 final}.
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group meets in Brussels to discuss key issues in the care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU Social Services Working Group discussed effective collective bargaining coverage of social care workers in Central and Eastern Europe, the European Commission’s Skills and Talent Package and other topics.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Collective Bargaining

                            Early Childhood Education and Care

                            Social Services

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jan. 12, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: EPSU Report Health Care Assistant cover]




    
    
        
            EPSU launches new report on registration of health care assistants

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report from EPSU finds that the mandatory registration of health care assistants (HCAs) is a complex exercise that must be taken in close consultation with unions.
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            Final conference of the SOWELL project: employment relations, labour market and social actors in the care services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This week, EPSU and the Social Employers hosted the final conference of the SOWELL project in Brussels.
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            Latvia: health union takes further action on pay

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Members of the LVSADA health and social care trade union are today involved in their second bout of warning strikes in two months as they put pressure on the government to deliver higher pay across the sector.
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            French trade unions obtain the cancellation of ORPEA workplace elections for fraud

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday (12th September) the local court of Puteaux (France) annulled the professional elections organised by ORPEA in June 2019 in 224 care home facilities of the group over electoral fraud.
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            New European Care Strategy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The population of the European Union is ageing: the number of people aged 80 and over is expected to increase by 88 per cent over the next 30 years. Principle 18 of the European Pillar of Social Rights, the right to long-term care (LTC), will be ever more important.
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            New social partner project: skills and training in care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Social Employers and EPSU with the affiliate partner Nexem are pleased to annouce the launch of the FORTE Project. The project outcomes will feed into joint discussions and outputs in the framework of sectoral social dialogue in social services.
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            Pay and staffing: six months of action by health and social care unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Serious staff shortages are affecting the provision of health and social services across Europe and EPSU affiliates have been taking action in response.
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            EPSU supports Slovenian health and social care workers strike

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers in health and social care deserve decent wages and good working conditions. As the government remained deaf to the demands of workers, the health and social care unions will strike on 16 February 2022.
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            Ver.di achieved safe staffing level for health workers through a successful strike at Charité Hospital in Berlin

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 7th of October 2021, the German public services union ver.di claimed an important success in collective bargaining negotiations with Berlin’s Charité University Hospital.
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            Swiss union VPOD wins landmark case on rights for live-in care workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Swiss public services union and EPSU affiliates VPOD has won an important case for live-in (24 hours) care workers.
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