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      Fighting for tax justice


A fair, progressive, transparent and effective tax system is crucial for sound public finances, quality public services and redistribution of wealth and income. This is why EPSU has been campaigning hard to tackle tax evasion and avoidance by large companies and wealthy individuals and in support of measures to create fairer tax systems. This briefing for EPSU's last Congress sets out the work done over the previous Congress period and highlights current priorities. The impact of austerity on tax collection is the latest update on the state of tax administrations across Europe, underlining the need to invest in staff and resources to improve tax collection and fight tax fraud.
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            Following the article on Iceland, the latest in the series of articles on working time commissioned by EPSU from the Labour Research Department focuses on developments in the other Nordic countries. While several unions in Sweden have put shorter working time on the bargaining agenda (see also article on Sweden in this newsletter), there are only a few cases in social care where a shorter working week has been implemented. In Norway and Denmark the priority has been more to ensure that workers in health and care and other services have the right to full-time working although there are some
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            Reducing working time: A series of case studies from across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has launched a series of case studies to explore how trade unions across Europe are addressing working time reduction. This month, the focus is on Iceland
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            EPSU supports MEPs’ call to ban Amazon lobbyists from the European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 30 trade unions and NGOs have joined MEPs in urging the European Parliament to revoke Amazon lobbyists' access.
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            New report of Oxfam underlines why wealth taxes are necessary

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The global NGO Oxfam published a new report that draws attention to the extreme wealth and inequality in the world.
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            European elections 2024 – time for politicians to deliver quality public services for all

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU publishes our key priorities for the European elections. Much more than a list of demands, EPSU first and foremost calls for a stronger commitment from the EP to protect and promote the democratic values and solidarity mechanisms that have shaped the European project.
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            ETUC Executive – join the European demo 12 December. Together against austerity and for a Fair Deal for Workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of European trade union confederations and European trade union federations discussed the ongoing campaign against austerity, for revised rules for European economic policy and for a Fair Deal for European workers.
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            EPSU Executive addresses social dialogue, Congress, EP elections, wealth tax and so much more

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of Europe’s public service unions expressed support for the ETUC demonstration 12 December in Brussels.
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            Progress in youth care negotiations but offer awaited in health
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV and other trade unions have suspended their industrial action and mobilisations in the youth care sector pending negotiations on the basis of an improved pay offer from the employers. This involves a pay increase of 8% on 1 January 2024 and 1.25% on 1 July 2024 with an additional lump sum of €400. There would then be a 3% increase for 2025 and inflation compensation to a maximum of 2.25%, if inflation is higher than 3%. The minimum wage will rise to €15 per hour and the working-from-home allowance to €3 per day. This compares to the previous offer of a 6.7% increase and additional 2%
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            New report reveals huge profits and low taxes made from care home real estate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Press Release) A new report released today by CICTAR lays bare the little-known world of care home real estate
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            Public Service Day 2023: Juliet Schor on public services, working time reduction, and the path to fundamental change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU welcomed Prof. Juliet Schor, a distinguished economist and sociologist, for a thought-provoking webinar on 22 June to mark United Nations Public Service Day.
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            Coordinating research to strengthen public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the eve of Public Service Day, EPSU hosted an exchange with 15 researchers and representatives of research and campaigning organisations from across Europe.
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            Webinar with Juliet Schor: Fundamental change, the role of public services and working time reduction 22 June 15:00

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU is pleased to welcome Prof. Juliet Schor on 22 June to a webinar on the occasion of UN Public Services Day, 23 June, 2023.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Economic Policy

                            Work-life balance

                            Working Time

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            May. 02, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: 1st May action in Tbilisi, Georgia]




    
    
        
            EPSU joins workers on the streets of Tbilisi for higher minimum wage and progressive taxation on 1 May

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Georgian unions celebrated 1 May with a march in the capital Tbilisi on 1st May. The unions demanded higher minimum wages.
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            Profit over people: the impact of market approaches on long-term care and its workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, PSI and the Centre for International Corporate Tax Accountability and Research (CICTAR) have published an analysis on the impact of market approaches to long-term care.
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            Report recommends shorter working hours and great flexibility
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                            The International Labour Organisation has published a new report on working time and work-life balance that reviews working hours and working time arrangements and their effects on workers' work-life balance. It finds that over one-third of all workers are regularly working more than 48 hours per week, while a fifth of the global workforce is at the opposite end of the spectrum working short (part-time) hours less than 35 per week. The report concludes with a summary of the key findings which suggest the need to promote reduced working time and offer flexible working time arrangements, such as
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