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            Commission analyses reveal gaps in working time protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European Commission reports on the Working Time Directive, published on 15 March, reveal that Member States’ legislation is generally compliant, but that some problems remain in ensuring that the legislation is having full effect, particularly across all public services.
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            Working time legislation must be respected!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a recent debate on volunteering in the European Parliament, a few MEPs raised the importance of the work of volunteer firefighters.
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            Firefighters win working time case
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  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            Five firefighters are set to receive a total of almost half a million euros in compensation following a victory in a legal case on working time supported by their union, JHL. The city of Jyväskylä will have to pay the unpaid wages and the costs incurred by the union. The Labour Court ruled unanimously that the firefighters should have been paid in full for working time for periods on standby. In a system in force between January 2004 and the end of March 2016, the firefighters were required to arrive at the fire station within five minutes of the alarm being sounded. The court ruled that five
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            EPSU denounces all attempts to exempt firefighters in Europe from EU law

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade unions representing firefighters in Europe strongly denounce all attempts to exempt firefighters in Europe from the provisions of the European Working Time Directive 2003/88 / EC.
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            The "Working time" directive must be applied to all firefighters in France

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In view of the question from Mrs Sander (2019/2806 (RSP)) that is tabled for discussion in the European Parliament on Thursday 19 September 2019, EPSU stresses that the working time directive and subsequent case law must apply to all firefighters in France, whether they have professional or volunteer status.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Working Time

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jun. 12, 2019
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: © CanStockPhoto phasinphoto]




    
    
        
            Le droit européen est clair : la directive « Temps de travail » doit être appliquée pour l’ensemble des sapeurs-pompiers en France

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            La cour de justice de l’Union européenne rappelle comment la directive 2003/88/CE concernant l'aménagement du temps de travail doit être appliquée pour les sapeurs-pompiers.
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            Firefighters protest over careers, pensions and working time
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  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The STAL and STML unions representing firefighters organised a protest in Lisbon on 16 April outside the Interior Ministry. The main concerns for the unions are about government proposals to reform the career structure for firefighters and to reduce retirement benefits. Other issues relate to payments for oncall time, 12-hour shifts and implementation of a pay structure that the two unions negotiated with the ministry. The unions have been frustrated by the government's reluctance to negotiate, delaying and then postponing a meeting due on 2 April.
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