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      Supporting campaigns, strikes and protests
Solidarity is a core area of our joint European trade union work There are common elements to many of the actions of public service unions as we fight for better pay and working conditions or when we defend trade union rights or protest against privatisation and attacks on public services. Any expression of solidarity is welcomed by unions and it can be a real boost to their campaign when EPSU, its affiliates and other trade union organisations, not only send messages of support but also messages of protest to companies, employers and governments. This briefing gives examples of our solidarity work in recent years.
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            Firefighters and emergency workers responding to extreme fires and flooding

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fires are burning in Greece, Switzerland, Southern Italy, Algeria and other countries. Storms are hitting the north of Italy.
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            EPSU backs firefighters and care staff in latest industrial action 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent solidarity greetings to two affiliates who are the latest public service unions to take industrial action to tackle staffing shortages and win better pay and conditions.
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            Germany: warning strikes and negotiations for pay increase

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU sent solidarity greetings for ver.di negotiations in federal and local government and for the warning strikes being organised to support those negotiations.
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            Workers across Europe gather for Public Service Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and its affiliates came together to mark UN Public Service Day on Thursday, 23 June 2022.
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            Report of Activities 2021 now available

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Executive Committee approved the report of activities. It shows the work of affiliates and the Federation during the year like on Public Service Day 23 June and Global Care Day 29 October.
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            EPSU Executive Committee supports Finnish affiliates’ industrial action in local government and health

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU Executive Committee, meeting in Brussels on 4-5 May, sends solidarity greetings to its affiliates JHL, Jyty, SuPer and Tehy for their industrial action to secure a decent pay increase-for workers across local government and health services.
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            EPSU salutes courageous firefighters on International Firefighters’ Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On International Firefighters’ Day, EPSU shares its solidarity with past firefighters who have died while serving our communities and who dedicated their lives to protecting the safety of us all; to their families, colleagues and comrades.
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            European social partners of local and regional governments strongly support their peers in Ukraine

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We, CEMR and EPSU, representing social partners at the European Social Dialogue Committee of Local and Regional Governments, strongly condemn the multiple attacks and violations of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine by Russia.
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            NEA and LRG Statement: Art and culture workers are essential to a fairer society 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Arts and culture are amongst the sectors worst hit by the Covid-19 pandemic, pushing many workers from precarity to poverty and putting in jeopardy the future development of many cities.
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            French firefighters demand more staffing, higher pay, and better possibilities for career development

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Firefighting organisations are on strike today in France, in continued demand for better working conditions and increased funding.
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            Spanish firefighters call for national framework for fire services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Firefighters are demonstrating in Madrid today (26 October) to demand a national, legal framework for fire services that would regulate employment and working conditions.
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            EPSU sends solidarity to Roscommon County Council workers on strike

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today Roscommon country council workers are on all out strike. Roscommon County Council is a municipality in the west of Ireland. It serves a population of about 65,000 people.
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            Solidarity with Italian firefighters

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Italian firefighters are demonstrating for better pay and pensions, for more funding for the fire services and for improved staffing.
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            EPSU solidarity with London Firefighters, medical staff and other public workers over Grenfell Tower fire

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Hundred people were injured and at least 17 killed in the devastating inferno of the Grenfell Tower (West London) on Wednesday 14 June.
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            EPSU sends solidarity to striking non-teaching staff in Portugal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (3 February 2017) EPSU has expressed support for the strike of non-teaching staff in schools across Portugal. The unions argue that these workers face precarious employment conditions and are without
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