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            EPSU standing up for public health care with unions in Portugal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With a new, conservative, government in Portugal, the unions, social movements and the Bloco Esquerda organised a meeting to discuss the future of the Portuguese national health system.
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            World Health Day 2024: from applause to action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2024, health and social care workers represented by EPSU call for urgent action to address staff shortages, ensure public finance (not austerity) and strengthen the health and social care sector in Europe.
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            Health Care Assistants Network meet to address accurate job descriptions and staff shortages

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 26 March 2024, the EPSU networks for Health Care Assistants (HCA) met online for the 5th time since its creation to exchange actions to date and information.
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            EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care Network discuss need for improved dialogue and the establishment of European Works Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 26 March EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) network members met for the first time in 2024 and welcomed 5 new members to the network.
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            Public sector workers back new collective agreement
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            Members of public sector unions have voted by a large majority to accept the pay agreement negotiated earlier this year. The agreement runs from 1 January 2024 to 30 June 2026 and provides for pay improvements worth 9.25% but because of flat-rate elements this rises to 17.3% for lower paid workers. This agreement also provides specific provisions for local bargaining, which will give trade unions the scope to negotiate up to an additional 3% of pay costs, inclusive of allowances, for particular grades, groups or categories of employee. The agreement also sees the full and final unwinding of
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            Regional government agreement to apply to church employees 
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di trade union has reached a collective bargaining agreement with the EKBO evangelical church which employs approximately 8,000 employees. The wage increases that were agreed in regional government earlier this year will be taken over in full by the EKBO collective agreement, albeit with a slight time delay. There will be a tax-free one-off payment of €3000 to mitigate inflation followed by salary increases of €200 in January and a further 5.5% in March 2025 by which time full-time pay will be €340 higher per month. In addition, there are improvements to social and educational services



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Mar. 26, 2024
        
                    
                    
        
                            2024 March EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.7

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Union wins sick pay for 19000 care workers
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            Employees of HC-One – the UK’s biggest private care provider – have accepted a pay deal negotiated by the GMB trade union that gives them the contractual right to at least statutory sick pay from day one of any absence. Previously, sick pay only kicked in after three days of sickness. The union points out that this created a perverse incentive for workers to spread germs among the elderly people they care for. The deal comes after a GMB survey of HC-One care workers revealed one in four were considering quitting over ‘poverty pay’. The GMB says that this is a landmark shift in culture for the
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            Pressure from unions delivers in health and social care
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  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions, including Sanitas and Columna, have managed to secure pay increases for workers in health and social services. According to Sanitas, increases in the health sector vary according to occupation but range up to 26.8% with 20% in social assistance. The union has also been able to resolve discrepancies in salaries affecting a number of specific occupations. Meanwhile Columna has also been active in local government where it organised strike action on 19 March involving nearly 19000 workers as it tries to ensure that the pay increases that apply to health, education and social care
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            Commission action plan on labour and skills shortages lacks ambition 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 21st, the European Commission unveiled its action plan aimed at confronting the pressing issue of labour and skills shortages across the European Union.
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            A new WHO Report published on 12 March echoes EPSU recommendations on gender and care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The report, Fair share for health and care: gender and the undervaluation of health and care work details gender value gaps and demonstrates how health and care work is globally undervalued, why this is a gender equality issue, and what can be done about it.
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            How can the EU tackle the staffing crisis in health and social care?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New EPSU paper explores how EU OSH competencies can address staff shortages in health and social care.
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            EPSU Statement for World Social Workers Day 2024

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As we celebrate World Social Workers Day on 19 March, we honour the immense, often over-looked contributions of social workers in our society.
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            Developing Collective Bargaining in the Care Sector (DEVCOBA): Partners met in Milan to kick-off new project

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            From 29 February to 1 March project partners met in Milan for the kick-off meeting of the DEVCOBA project.
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            Unions taking different approaches to working time
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  Denmark
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            Following the article on Iceland, the latest in the series of articles on working time commissioned by EPSU from the Labour Research Department focuses on developments in the other Nordic countries. While several unions in Sweden have put shorter working time on the bargaining agenda (see also article on Sweden in this newsletter), there are only a few cases in social care where a shorter working week has been implemented. In Norway and Denmark the priority has been more to ensure that workers in health and care and other services have the right to full-time working although there are some
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            Reducing working time: A series of case studies from across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has launched a series of case studies to explore how trade unions across Europe are addressing working time reduction. This month, the focus is on Iceland
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