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      Bringing services back in-house
EPSU has consistently argued in favour of direct provision of public services to guarantee the quality of services and the quality of employment for workers delivering those services. Under the heading of remunicipalisation EPSU supports and promotes any initiatives to bring services back in-house where they have been privatised along with moves to have new services run by municipalities and other public authorities. EPSU is part of a network, coordinated by the Transnational Institute that has published research highlighting recent trends in remunicipalisation and insourcing.
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            Commission action plan on labour and skills shortages lacks ambition 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 21st, the European Commission unveiled its action plan aimed at confronting the pressing issue of labour and skills shortages across the European Union.
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                            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 &amp; 18 March 2024 14 March 15h00-17h00 CET - Outline 1 - Introduction and context of the project and
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            The human touch: can carebots replace human empathy and compassion?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report commissioned by EPSU - 'Carebots' and the care crisis - explores questions of how technology is affecting elderly care homes and what it means for care work now and in the future.
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                            6th meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 25 January 2024
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            INQPS project – insourcing, remunicipalisation and quality public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In April 2023 EPSU and PSI, the European and global trade union federations representing public service workers, launched the INQPS project aimed at developing an online course on insourcing/remunicipalisation –
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            Successful pan-European Conference of Local and Regional Government

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU LRG European Conference brought together over 40 delegates and speakers from across Europe to discuss remunicipalisation of public services, focusing on the climate crisis, gender equality and democratic ownership.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Equality

                            Local government

                            Remunicipalisation

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jul. 28, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Concert for Water at Aristotelous Square Thessaloniki on 2 April 2023  ]




    
    
        
            Greek water workers and water movement achieve success as water companies return to state control

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major success of 12 years campaigning of Greek water workers and the broader water and social movement as it was announced that the government will take back control of Athens and Thessaloniki Water companies.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Privatisation

                            Remunicipalisation

                            Water

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jun. 27, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: 22 June EPSU meeting to coordinate research and campaigning on privatisation and commercialisation of public services]




    
    
        
            Coordinating research to strengthen public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the eve of Public Service Day, EPSU hosted an exchange with 15 researchers and representatives of research and campaigning organisations from across Europe.
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                            Tender Specifications for creating the content and format of an online course focusing on the impact on workers and services of insourcing public services.
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            Call for tenders - online training on insourcing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today EPSU and its sister global organisation, PSI, launch a call for tenders to provide an online training course on insourcing for their affiliates.
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            Norwegian and Polish shop stewards: common experience of taking services back into public hands

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Poor treatment of employees, outdated equipment and low quality of services – outsourcing and privatisation of municipal services has similar negative effects whether it takes place in Poland or Norway.
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            Outsourcing: the gap in workers' protection

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Outsourcing and privatisation have taken their toll on workers’ pay and conditions over many years and as a new study highlights the European legislation that is meant to protect workers is not up to the job.
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            EU economic policy: no barriers to increased public spending and investment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU joins with the ETUC in stressing that EU Member States need the freedom to boost public spending and investment to support economic recovery.
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            Right to Energy Forum workshop

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the framework of the Right to Energy Forum (more information below), EPSU will organise a workshop on “Going public: the way forward to end energy poverty? The failure of energy market liberalisation”
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            Another town in Portugal brings water into public ownership

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After the remunicipalisation of water services in Mafra in 2016 (Portugal), another Portuguese town has announced now that is going public.
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