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            Public service unions take European Commission to court for the first time seeking to enforce social dialogue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 23 May the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) will be before the General Court of the European Union bringing a claim against the European Commission for breaching rules on social dialogue (TFEU article 155.2).
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            Media briefing: First hearing of the case on the future of social dialogue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 23 May The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) will stand before the General Court of the European Union bringing a claim against the European Commission for breaching the rules on social dialogue.
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            European elections - EPSU’s key demands for a different Europe - for People and the Planet, not for Profits

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent the Members of Parliament seeking re-election, as well as a large number of candidates our proposals for what we expect from the Commission and the European Parliament in the next mandate.
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            EPSUs demands for ECs new presidency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the eve of the elections the European federation of Public service workers has sent out letters to all spitzenkandidaten.
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            ETUC Congress, EP elections, climate change, trade union guidelines on artificial intelligence

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The SpitzenKandidat for the European socialists and democrats Frans Timmermans addressed the ETUC Executive Committee.
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            EPSU and unions sign social dialogue agreement with European System of Central Banks/ ECB

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            An old agreement between the ECB (acting for the European System of Central Banks) and the unions was updated, 3 April.
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            Slow progress in energy network sector negotiations
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            Negotiations over a new collective agreement to cover energy network companies have yet to make progress 10 months after they first got underway. A trade union demonstration outside the venue for the negotiations highlighted the main demands for a 3.5% pay increase, measures to reduce temporary work and other excessive flexible working and an initiative on sustainable working time. The working time initiative is aimed at older workers and would offer them the chance to work 80% of their normal hours for 90% of normal pay while protecting 100% of their pension entitlement.
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            Social dialogue in public services : ILO's new paper!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            To mark the 40th anniversary of Convention No.151, the ILO has published a new paper based on a desk review of social dialogue in public services as well as of the EU social dialogue committees in central governments and in hospitals.
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            European trade unions meet EU Commissioner over Information, Consultation and Participation Rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            More is needed to support and enforce the rights of European Works Councils on Information and Consultation Rights, was one of the messages of a delegation of trade union leaders that met with EU Commissioner for Social affairs and Employment.
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            European Pillar of Social Rights – one year on - slow progress and disappointments

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            It is now one year since the European Pillar of Social Rights was declared in Gothenburg. Time to take stock.
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            The European Pillar of Broken promises, Time for a Social Europe – One Year on - Slow Progress and disappointment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the one year anniversary of the EU pillar of social rights, EPSU publishes an informative booklet and leaflet on information and consultation rights – “The European Pillar of Broken promises, Time for a Social Europe”.
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            Union steps up action against proposed dismissal law
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  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            The JHL public services union stepped up its industrial action against proposed changes in dismissal rights with a 48-hour strike by around 10000 members who work in cleaning, property maintenance and food service sectors and sports and culture services. The strike is part of widespread trade union industrial action against plans to reduce dismissal protection for workers in small companies. The unions argue that not only is the change unfair, creating two-tier labour law but also threatens to impact women workers more than men. Trade unions are also angry that the government is trying to
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            Two reports analyse extension of collective agreements and social dialogue in public services
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            The International Labour Organisation (ILO) has published two reports on collective bargaining and social dialogue. A working paper on social dialogue in public services was published to mark the 40th anniversary of ILO Convention 151 on labour relations in the public services. It covers three of the European social dialogue committees in which EPSU is involved along with examples of how social dialogue works in Italy, Denmark and the Czech and Slovak Republics. The ILO's report on extension of collective agreements provides evidence on the important role that this process can play in reducing
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            Last #SOTEU speech of Juncker – Will he address workers’ disappointment in his Commission? 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker will hold his last State of the European Union speech on Wednesday 12 September.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Collective Bargaining

                            Information & consultation

                            Migration

                            Union Rights

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Aug. 02, 2018
        
                    
                    
        
                            2018 August epsucob@NEWS 15

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            EPSU waits for European Commission response to legal challenge
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU has launched a legal case against the European Commission and is now waiting for the first formal response. EPSU has taken the case because the Commission refused to submit to the European Council the information and consultation agreement signed in the Central Government Administrations social dialogue in December 2015. Despite signing the European Pillar of Social Rights and making positive statements about social dialogue, the Commission has failed to act to provide important rights to 9.8 million central government workers that are already enjoyed in the private sector. The complaint
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