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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            (June 2017) The IPSO trade union that organises staff at the European Central Bank (ECB) mobilised staff for a demonstration on 7 June in protest at the ECB's long-term use of temporary contracts for staff doing permanent work. IPSO has been pushing for some time now for the Bank to end this practice where some workers have been employed for over five years, in some cases over 10 years, on renewed contracts. In the latest action IPSO also raised objections to the ECB's plans to outsource some services, starting with IT. EPSU sent a message of support.
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                            Workers at the European Central Bank (ECB) are protesting against the use of temporary contracts and outsourcing on 7 June.
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            (May 2017) Two members of ver.di with the support of their union and the DGB confederation have won an important ruling in the European Court of Justice that protects the link between their pay and conditions and the public sector collective agreement. The two hospital employees were part of a transfer to a private company in 1997 but were then transferred again when the Asklepios company won the contract. Asklepios refused to maintain the link with the public sector collective agreement arguing that it was not party to the original negotiations. The European Court decided in favour of the
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            European Action Day Against the Commercialisation, Marketisation and Privatisation of Health Care - 07.04.2017

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU will be involved in activities for the 2nd European Action Day against the impacts of privatisation, marketisation and commercialisation of health and social care on 7 April.
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            Union turns spotlight on cleaners
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            (April 2017) Beginning this month the municipal services union Kommunal will be investigating the employment and working conditions of cleaners, looking at their employment status, working hours as well as health and safety problems. The union will carry out a survey as well as making workplace visits to talk to workers and assess how they are affected by what are often seen as the main problems facing the sector - the impact of privatisation, lack of control over work - but also good examples where workers do have more control over working time and other working conditions.



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            Kommunal (SV)

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Apr. 05, 2017
        
                    
                    
        
                            2017 April epsucob@NEWS 06

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Negotiating successes for ver.di in health and social care
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            (April 2017) Services union ver.di has signed a key agreement in Bremen that covers around 3200 eldercare workers employed by several non-profit care providers. The union sees this is as a significant step towards better collective bargaining coverage in the sector and helps remove pay and conditions as a factor in competition. Meanwhile the union has also negotiated two new agreements in the health sector, one provides a 7,3% pay increase for 3900 workers at the University Hospital in Leipzig and the other is a 5.1% pay increase for the 24000 employees in 36 hospitals run by the Helios
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            A PSIRU paper for PSI on "Financing health care - False Profits and the Public Good"

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The research “Financing health care: False Profits and the Public Good', by Jane Lethbridge of Public Services International Research Unit (PSIRU), University of Greenwich was commissioned by PSI and released
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            Congratulations: More than 367.000 signatures against outsourcing public service jobs in Croatia

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (19 June 2014) The Croatian public service unions affiliated to EPSU have been campaigning for 2 weeks to collect more than 367.000 signatures (10% of the voting population) to defeat

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Outsourcing

                            Solidarity

                            Union Rights

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Aug. 07, 2013
        
    
  
    
      


  



          
    
    
        
            Europe: how outsourcing waste public resources

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report by the LO trade union confederation in Norway puts together research evidence that concludes that competitive tendering of public services delivers neither lower costs nor better services.
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                            The university sector in the UK, and some universities in particular, are under pressure to cut costs and to outsource services - the Working Lives Research Institute (WLRI) at London Metropolitan University has produced a very useful overview of the evidence on outsourcing.
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                            A new survey by the JHL public services union has found that many municipalities and joint authorities are disappointed with the results of outsourcing.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Outsourcing

                            Remunicipalisation

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Dec. 23, 2011
        
    
  
    
      


  



          
    
    
        
            Finland: Many municipalities plan to recall work that has been outsourced

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Many municipalities and joint authorities are disappointed with the results of outsourcing. And the dissatisfaction is so great that up to a fifth of these public organizations plan to take back outsourced work so that it can be done once again by their own personnel.
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            Portugal: unions convince Lisbon city council to reject outsourcing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In 2010, when Lisbon City Council drew up plans to outsource services, the STAL and STML trade unions worked together to compile evidence to oppose the changes.
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                            In 2010 Lisbon city council decided to restructure its services to try to reduce its levels of spending. It published plans which included proposals for reducing the number of departments, transferring some work to the smaller district councils in the city and for contracting-out some services.
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