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      Fighting privatisation and defending public services
Across Europe the quantity and quality of our public services and the pay and conditions of our members are under threat from privatisation. EPSU is committed to fighting privatisation in any of its forms whether contracting-out and sub-contracting, public-private partnerships or various processes of commercialisation or marketisation. This briefing on privatisation was produced for the EPSU Congress in 2019 and covers the main work done over the last Congress period and the priorities for the current period.
Public and private sector efficiency is an important report that provides a comprehensive overview of academic research that challenges the idea that the private sector is more efficient than the public sector. The future is public is the latest update on insourcing highlighting the trends to bring privatised services back under public ownership and control.
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            Switzerland: union warns against impact of new health financing system

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The vpod/ssp public services has launched a campaign and petition – “Nein zu EFAs” – to try to block changes to the healthcare financing system in Switzerland that will have seriously negative consequences for staff and patients.
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            Caring For Profit –  on Europe’s private health and care companies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new research project by the European Network of Corporate Observatories network maps the landscape of private for profit hospitals and nursing homes companies active in Europe.
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            Privatising social services - impact and trends

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With major private companies expanding across Europe, EPSU has published a new report examining some of the key trends in the privatisation of social services across Europe.
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            New report: When the market becomes deadly 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, the Corporate Europe Observatory published a new report, ‘When the market becomes deadly.’ It outlines how pressures towards privatisation of health and long-term care put Europe on a poor footing for a pandemic.
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            Public and Private Sector efficiency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major review of hundreds of academic studies reveals that there is no empirical evidence that the private sector is intrinsically more efficient than the public sector
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            Analysis finds Commission study hinting at further push on privatisation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Research on public assets published by the European Commission fails to capture realistically their role in society and the economy according to a briefing produced for EPSU.
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            Outsourced workers fight for pay parity

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU sent a solidarity message today to hundreds of health workers on strike in three hospitals in North West England. The workers – cleaners, porters, catering and security staff – are employed by the multinational Compass and want their pay and conditions to match those of the directly-employed National Health Service (NHS) workers whom they work alongside.
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            Main topics addressed and decisions taken at the 50th Standing Committee Health and Social Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This article summarises the main topics addressed at the meeting as well as the major decisions taken at the 50th edition of the EPSU Standing Committee "Health and Social Services" (SC HSS) on 27 February.
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            Social care workers call on strengthening the workforce perspective in the transition from institutional to community-based care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This article summarises the main topics addressed at the meeting of the EPSU Working Group Social Services on 26 February, with one focus on the transition from institutional care to community-based care and how to make this transition also work for the social care and health workforce.
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            Fighting and challenging privatisation and marketisation of health care in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 1 and 2 April EPSU participated in and contributed to activities in relation to World Health Day (7 April) to fight against (more) privatisation, marketisation and commercialisation in this sector across Europe.
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            Verdi health and social services against commercialisation and privatisation. In solidarity with DISK President standing trial

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leading activists of Verdi in the health and social services joined European actions against the privatisation and commercialisation of health and social care.
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            On world health day we say: our health is not for sale!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            April 7 is World Health Day. Every year, networks of trade unions, citizens' collectives, NGOs and social movements coordinate a series of actions in several European cities.
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            Defending affordable and good quality care for public administration staff and their families in Portugal against commercial interests

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Representatives of STAL and other trade unions are continuing their fight for the right to health as well as affordable and good quality care for public administration staff and their families in Portugal.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Health

                            Privatisation

                            Social Services

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Feb. 18, 2019
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Solidarity ORPEA photos mosaic]




    
    
        
            ORPEA/Celenus – workers and Verdi reach collective agreement after long strike and broad solidarity

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Verdi reached a collective agreement with Celenus, the subsidiary of French private elderly care company Orpea in Germany.
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            Report exposes further problems with public-private partnerships

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public-private partnerships (PPPs) can end up leaving citizens and the public sector facing higher costs, greater risk, less transparency and more complexity than the public sector alternative.
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