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      Local services are, by definition, at the front line of public services. Users of these services come into direct contact with the men and women that provide them, be they fire-fighters, culture workers, librarians, archivists, municipal police, social services workers, teachers, cleaners, waste collectors, community liaison personnel or local administrators. EPSU represents local and regional government workers across Europe and is committed to ensuring high quality and efficient public services supported by a well-trained and skilled work force and decent working conditions.


Austerity measures and remunicipalisation, digitalisation of local services, the impact of trade agreements on local services, and ensuring socially responsible procurement are key policy challenges to this sector addressed in the frame of EPSU's Standing Committee Local and Regional Government.


EPSU is also the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in local and regional government throughout the European Union and covers approximately 17 million workers.


Eva-Lotta Nilsson (Vision, Sweden) is the President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Local and Regional Government (LRG). Paola Panzeri is the contact person in EPSU (Policy Staff – Local and Regional Government, Gender Equality, Firefighters) for the sector.
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            Spanish firefighters call for national framework for fire services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Firefighters are demonstrating in Madrid today (26 October) to demand a national, legal framework for fire services that would regulate employment and working conditions.
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            Report exposes further problems with public-private partnerships

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public-private partnerships (PPPs) can end up leaving citizens and the public sector facing higher costs, greater risk, less transparency and more complexity than the public sector alternative.
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            Decent work and “pay change” on agenda for Local Government workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Members of EPSU’s Local and Regional Government Standing Committee met on 4th October in Brussels to discuss timely matters that concern the 17 million workers in Local and Regional Governments across Europe.
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            Involving and investing in workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (2 october 2018) “It is essential that we continuously develop new skills for new roles and new jobs. Otherwise, we will not succeed with the adaptions we need to make
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            Migration, integration and implementation of  GDPR on agenda of LRG social dialogue committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Members of EPSU and CEMR came together on 6 September to discuss timely issues for LRG at the Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee Working group meeting in Brussels.
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            Privatisation and austerity combined in prison crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 20 August the UK government was forced to take back control of a privatised prison in Birmingham in central England following a damning report by the prisons inspectorate. The prison had been run since 2011 by the G4S group, one of three multinationals that run 14 prisons in England.
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            EPSU Firefighters’ Network expresses solidarity with colleagues battling fires in Greece and Sweden 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After many weeks of hot weather firefighters are battling against fires that are bringing danger and destruction to Greece and Sweden.
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            Committee of the Regions stresses role of public procurement in quality administration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a recent opinion, the Committee of the Regions supports the view that effective governance of public procurement is an integral part of the quality of public administration across the European Union.
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            EPSU sends solidarity to Roscommon County Council workers on strike

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today Roscommon country council workers are on all out strike. Roscommon County Council is a municipality in the west of Ireland. It serves a population of about 65,000 people.
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            Equality, diversity and inclusion: how can local and regional governments live up to the challenge?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 500 local and regional representatives and experts from 40 different countries came to Bilbao this week to address equality, diversity and inclusion under the banner of ‘differences unite us!’
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            Public sector unions clinch final deal to complete negotiations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At around 21.00 on Friday night an agreement was secured in the state sector, marking the fourth and final deal covering all public sector workers across Denmark.
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            New ILO Guidelines on Decent Work for Public Emergency Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 20 April 2018 an ILO tripartite meeting of experts agreed new Guidelines on Decent Work for Public Emergency Services.
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            Regional workers to get 8.1% pay increase over three years

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Early this morning trade unions representing public employees in the regions secured a new three-year agreement with an overall wage development of 8.1% - only slightly below their target of 8.17%.
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            EPSU and CEMR discuss public procurement, social fairness package and gender equality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            These were the main issues discussed at the social dialogue working group meeting that took place of 22 March 2018.
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            Localising the European Semester - joint social dialogue  project in the local and regional government sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Semester provides a framework for the coordination of economic policies across the European Union.
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