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      Local services are, by definition, at the front line of public services. Users of these services come into direct contact with the men and women that provide them, be they fire-fighters, culture workers, librarians, archivists, municipal police, social services workers, teachers, cleaners, waste collectors, community liaison personnel or local administrators. EPSU represents local and regional government workers across Europe and is committed to ensuring high quality and efficient public services supported by a well-trained and skilled work force and decent working conditions.


Austerity measures and remunicipalisation, digitalisation of local services, the impact of trade agreements on local services, and ensuring socially responsible procurement are key policy challenges to this sector addressed in the frame of EPSU's Standing Committee Local and Regional Government.


EPSU is also the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in local and regional government throughout the European Union and covers approximately 17 million workers.


Eva-Lotta Nilsson (Vision, Sweden) is the President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Local and Regional Government (LRG). Paola Panzeri is the contact person in EPSU (Policy Staff – Local and Regional Government, Gender Equality, Firefighters) for the sector.
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            French firefighters demand more staffing, higher pay, and better possibilities for career development

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Firefighting organisations are on strike today in France, in continued demand for better working conditions and increased funding.
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            Privatisation, digitalisation and working time, the priorities for EPSU affiliates in local and regional administration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 10 October, EPSU held its biannual Standing Committee (SC) on Local and Regional Government which drew together EPSU members from across the continent.
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            EPSU Congress : Programme of Action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This programme of action highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes
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            Public and Private Sector efficiency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major review of hundreds of academic studies reveals that there is no empirical evidence that the private sector is intrinsically more efficient than the public sector
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            In memoriam – Arnaud Mellaerts, CGT-Services Publics

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            It was with great sadness that we received the news of the sudden departure of our comrade Arnaud Mellaerts 22 August.
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            Analysis finds Commission study hinting at further push on privatisation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Research on public assets published by the European Commission fails to capture realistically their role in society and the economy according to a briefing produced for EPSU.
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            Le droit européen est clair : la directive « Temps de travail » doit être appliquée pour l’ensemble des sapeurs-pompiers en France

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            La cour de justice de l’Union européenne rappelle comment la directive 2003/88/CE concernant l'aménagement du temps de travail doit être appliquée pour les sapeurs-pompiers.
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            Insourcing services - more evidence and arguments from the UK

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report by the Association for Public Service Excellence (APSE) in the UK provides further evidence of the trend towards and benefits of insourcing public services.
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            Reports put spotlight on public services and social dialogue in European Semester

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Two reports published today provide an insight into how the European Semester deals with public service issues and the extent to which trade unions have a role in the process.
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            Firefighters network meeting and study visit: health and safety at centre of discussion

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 12-13 December the EPSU Firefighters network met in Brussels for a two-day discussion and practices exchange.
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            EPSU and CEMR discuss gender equality, work-life balance and the European Semester

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 7 December EPSU and CEMR Members gathered in Brussels for the plenary meeting of the sectoral social dialogue for Local and Regional Governments.
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            2018: a challenging year of action and negotiation across the public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This year has seen some important negotiating successes for public service unions but also continuing struggles in some countries where austerity continues to bite.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Collective Bargaining

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 22, 2018
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Social Dialogue Local and Regional Government European Semester Copenhagen November 2018]




    
    
        
            The European Semester mustn’t remain a secret at local level! 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Local government social partners gathered in Copenhagen early November to exchange experiences about their involvement in the European Semester process.
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            World Cities Day 2018 – Decent work for prosperous local communities 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Local and regional government workers across Europe and the globe provide essential public services which enable our cities and communities to prosper. Their working conditions, pay, and job security are closely interlinked with the quality and accessibility of services they provide – deficiencies in the former have a detrimental impact on the latter.
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